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I would like to welcome you and thank you for downloading Ge-
nealogy Helps Vol. 9 a collaboration of genealogy helps and his-
torical tidbits. I love genealogy, and I want to share that passion 
with you, so you can learn more about your ancestors. Whether 
you're just starting out and want to research your family or 
have an interest in the history of others, I’m sure you’ll enjoy 
these essays. 

With Genealogy Helps Vol. 9, you can learn about research ba-
sics, read interesting stories about historical locations and inter-
national searches, and immerse yourself in historical lessons 
from the past. Whether you're a beginner looking to start re-
searching a single person in your family or want to know where 
your family came. These tips and tricks in Genealogy Helps Vol. 
9 can help you get started and on the path to understanding 
more about your ancestry.   

I want to thank you again for downloading this free eBook. If 
you happen to make a donation, thank you.  Your donation will 
help me continue to bring you more free genealogy research 
tips and interesting historical stories from the past.

INTRODUCTION
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There are several different reasons you might want or need 
to look up adoption records for your genealogical research. 
One reason is to find information about your own birth par-
ents, if you were adopted and were not told anything about 
them. Another reason is to look up information on the bio-

HOW TO FIND ADOPTION RECORDS 
IF YOU NEED THEM
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logical families of your adopted ancestors, so you can keep 
both a biological and adopted family history. You may also 
want to look up adoption records so you can research people 
in either of these scenarios in order to create a health history 
for yourself and your children. If you need to look for adop-
tion records, here’s some methods you can use to find them.

 
Determine if Your State is an Open or Closed 

Adoption Records State 

This should be pretty easy to determine simply by Goo-
gling it, or looking it up on your local clerk of the court web-
site. In open adoption record states, the adoptee can request 
to see their original birth certificate and any other records 
pertaining to their adoption when they are 18 years old. 
Other open adoption states allow adoption records to be-
come available to the adoptee after a certain number of 
years, so the record may not be available until well into the 
adoptee’s adulthood (you can petition for an early release of 
it with a court order). In closed adoption states, these re-
cords are always kept private, and require a court order for 
you to get to see them. The most common reason stated for 
wanting to see these records in court order requests is be-
cause of health issues and wanting to know their biological 
health history for themselves and their children.
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You may or may not get the actual names of your birth 
parents through either method. It all depends on the state. 
The names of the birth parents may be redacted in order to 
protect their privacy. This may jus be the last name (with the 
first name visible for each parent), or both names. You will 
get all other information, including the health history your 
birth parents submitted when signing the official adoption 
consent paperwork.

Giving a health history is a relatively new thing that mod-
ern adoptions do. You may not find this information for 
older adoptions involving your ancestors.  

 
Get a Lawyer if You Need To
If the records pertain to you, and you were born in a 

closed adoption state, as far as the records go, you will need 
to hire a lawyer to petition the court on your behalf to release 
the records to you. If you are truly desirous of this informa-
tion, or need it for a legitimate reason beyond genealogical re-
search, such as a health history, then it is worth it to go to the 
trouble and expense of obtaining the records. They will re-
veal secrets of your past and important information about 
your biological heritage.
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Sign Up for an Adoption Reunion Website (or 
Several of Them) 

If you don’t end up being granted access to your adoption 
record, or if you don’t find the information you need in it, 
you should sign up for an adoption registry website. In fact, 
you should sign up for more than one. The more of them you 
are on, the greater chance there is that you will find someone 
who is looking for you. This may be a biological parent, and 
could also be another biological relative, such as a sibling, 
aunt, uncle, cousin, or even grandparent. You are much more 
likely to get the answers and information you are looking for 
if you get it directly from your biological relatives. If they 
were directly involved with the adoption, they can tell you 
even more, allowing you to piece together the true and whole 
story of your adoption and how it came to be. As an added bo-
nus, if you find someone looking for you on an adoption reun-
ion website, then you know that your biological family truly 
wants to meet you, and will be much more likely to provide 
detailed information to you.

 
Do a DNA Test

DNA tests are just as legitimate of adoption records as 
other types. They will match you with your genetic relatives 
who have also tested, and may give you important health in-

9

AncestralFindings.com
Sold to Paul E Hendee (#QF7HOY45)



formation, too, depending on the testing company you use. 
You can get connected to people who may not be direct rela-
tives, but who share common ancestors with you. By sharing 
information with your DNA matches on the testing com-
pany’s website, or in private after you “meet” online, you can 
develop a biological family tree that is often a genuinely solid 
one. People who test with DNA companies are often ex-
tremely interested in genealogy, and will often have plenty of 
family history information to share with you. You can get a 
health history by asking questions of your matches and re-
searching the people in your newfound family tree.

 
Techniques to Use if You are Searching for Adop-

tion Records for Your Ancestors

If you are not the adoptee, but an ancestor of yours is, 
you have a few different options that are usually quite suc-
cessful in finding out more about the biological family. DNA 
testing is one. By testing yourself or a relative who is also de-
scended from the adopted ancestor, you can discover a lot 
about your ancestor’s biological family. You may even meet 
someone who knows about the adoption, either first-hand or 
through family lore. If the adoption was a long time ago (re-
member, adoption is nothing new… Moses was adopted), you 
may be able to find information on it in local old newspaper 
articles, or in the records of the old “orphan asylums” where 
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your ancestor lived (or the asylum, as they were then called, 
closest to where your ancestor was born).

Remember, too, that not every orphanage stay resulted in 
an adoption. If you find an ancestor listed as living in an or-
phanage in a census or newspaper record and you did not 
know that about them before, know that the vast majority of 
orphanage stays were temporary in the 19th century (the ear-
liest time such records were kept in the United States). Some 
children aged out, usually at 14 with girls and at 16 with 
boys, and were apprenticed to others until they reached ma-
jority. Most, though, were eventually reunited with one or 
both of their parents. Orphanages were used as places for par-
ents to temporarily place their children while they got back 
on their feet after the death or a spouse, a divorce, a financial 
issue, or a legal issue. Once the issue was resolved, the par-
ent came back and reclaimed their child. So, if you discover 
an ancestor in an orphanage, look for the local repository 
that has the records of that orphanage. You may just discover 
your ancestor went home with their biological family.
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Let’s face it. Not everyone is squeaky clean. This has been 
true throughout all of human history, and this means your an-
cestors were just as likely to have done some questionable 
deeds as anyone else you know. Sometimes, those question-
able deeds even resulted in legal action against them, and 

PRISON RECORDS AND YOUR 
GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH
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sometimes, prison time. There have been prisons and jails 
for just about as long as there have been people. If you know 
one of your ancestors spent time in prison, or discover 
through your research that they did, it is always a good idea 
to look and see if there are any prison records you can use to 
find out more about them, their family, what landed them 
there, and what kind of a person they were before, during, 
and even after their stint in the joint.

A prison record is any record kept by the prison itself, or 
town in which the prison was located, that discusses your an-
cestor and their stay there. In colonial America, for example, 
prisons were often informal locations where someone was 
kept under guard. Often, private houses were used. If there 
was an actual jail building, it was often in the nearest large 
town, and dangerous or convicted prisoners were transferred 
there. During the Quaker persecutions in Salem in the 
1660’s, for example, the nearest jail to Salem was in Boston, 
and convicted or suspected Quakers were kept in private 
homes until they could be taken to Boston for a proper incar-
ceration. You won’t find records from these jails, because 
they were informal. Even the main jails did not keep their 
own records at this time in American history. However, you 
will find the prison records of any colonial inmates in the 
town records and county court records. All information on 
criminals, suspected criminals, their crimes, and their stays 
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in prison were recorded in these documents, so that is where 
you want to look.

Other times, your ancestor may have been kept in a mili-
tary prison. This is usually true for people who committed 
crimes while serving in the military, or who broke military 
law in some way. Those who were taken prisoner by the 
other side during wars were also considered military prison-
ers. You can find the records of their incarcerations in mili-
tary records. Usually, the record of the person’s service will 
include details on incarcerations. The U.S. Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs also keeps records for more recent incar-
cerations that have not been archived yet.

If your ancestor was in jail in Europe during Medieval 
times and was a prisoner due to some infraction that was rec-
ognized by the monarch, such as a person who was thrown 
into the Tower of London for a time, you may find records of 
their incarceration in old government records of the time. 
Those who were in prisons in later time periods, after mon-
archs in Europe lost most of their real power, were often kept 
in deplorable conditions. But, like anything, their incarcera-
tion left a record. You can find these records in the archives 
of the town in which the prison was located. Most old local 
prison records, especially in England, are now in archives. 
You can sometimes find mentions of the crime and the pris-
oner and why they went to jail in local newspapers.
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As for America after colonial times, and for non-military 
incarcerations, you have several options. It all depends on 
how long ago the incarceration was, where it was, and who 
you are to the prisoner.

Records for old incarcerations, usually more than 150 
years old, will usually be kept in archives. These are usually 
state archives, from the state in which the prison was lo-
cated. If it was a county jail, rather than a prison, you might 
find the records at the county or town level. Federal prison re-
cords will be kept with the federal government, usually at the 
National Archives in Washington, D.C. You can go there in 
person, or look up their record collections on their website, 
and have someone look up the records for you and send 
them to you, typically for the cost of making copies of the re-
cords.

Records that are newer will probably be kept at the actual 
prison. Some prisons that are no longer used as prisons, but 
were famous, like Alcatraz, may have their own archives for 
prisoner records on site. There may even be archive staff to 
research remotely for you. But, for the most part, the records 
you are looking for will be kept at the actual prison. If the in-
carceration was decades ago, you may be able to get the re-
cords just by asking. If it is a really recent one, though, but 
the prisoner is gone on to the next world, you will likely have 
to prove your relationship to the prisoner. You can do this 
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with the same type of documentation you would use to prove 
relationships for membership in a lineage society. Birth cer-
tificates, death certificates, marriage certificates, and any-
thing else that can connect your name to theirs as a relation 
may be required. In some cases, you may need to get a court 
order from a judge to release the records to you. It all de-
pends on the prison, the prisoner, when the incarceration 
took place, where it took place, and the reason for it. There 
may be victims of the crime who still need to be protected, 
which is one of the most common reasons a more recent 
prison record may not be released to you until more time has 
gone by.

Prison records can be extremely useful things in research-
ing your family history. They tell all kinds of things about the 
prisoner. You will usually get a physical description of them, 
and maybe even a photo, a record of their crime, their behav-
ior while in prison, their relatives who came to see them, and 
where (and possibly who) they went with after they were re-
leased. Look up these records, and you may open up a whole 
new door in your genealogy.
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There are certain genealogical problems that are more preva-
lent in the modern era than they were in the past. Human na-
ture being what it is, all of these things existed to some de-
gree in the past, and can be issues for genealogists research-
ing past generations. These things are more common in mod-

MODERN GENEALOGICAL PROB-
LEMS AND HOW TO SOLVE THEM

3
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ern times, though, and the genealogist who is tracing their 
modern family and putting together a list of current descen-
dants of a particular ancestor can find themselves confronted 
with these issues more often than the genealogist of the past. 
Genealogists working on modern family trees, as well as fu-
ture genealogists, will have to deal with and overcome these 
issues.

These are some of the most common “modern” genealogi-
cal problems, and how you can solve them.
 

Unwed Mothers:

This can be an issue in finding the name of the father, es-
pecially if the mother gives the child her maiden name. Birth 
records will have to be searched, which are not always avail-
able to the general public in many states. Some states make 
you wait as much as one hundred years after the birth before 
you can get a birth certificate if you are not the parent of the 
child or the child listed on the certificate. If you know your 
relatives well, and the unwed mother is someone you can talk 
to, you can always ask about the father if you feel she will an-
swer you.

If you are able to get the birth certificate the father’s 
name may be on there, but it also may not. If a woman 
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doesn’t want to name the father, she can leave the father’s 
name blank on the birth certificate. You also need to take 
into consideration the fact that she might not know who the 
father is, either due to multiple partners or rape. If the fa-
ther’s name is on the birth certificate, then you have a name 
and family line to search, which makes it much easier for 
you.

If the mother gave the child the last name of the father, 
but you have no birth certificate, and she hasn’t or won’t say 
who he is, you still have the last name to go on. Search fami-
lies of that last name in the area, and in places the mother 
traveled around the time of conception. You might come up 
with a lead. If the mother and child agree, you can also DNA 
test the child, and see what paternal matches come up in the 
database of the testing company. Explore these matches, and 
you may find the father and/or relatives of the father that al-
low you to trace that side of the child’s family tree, or to just 
add the name of the father to your own tree.

 
Non-Traditional Burials:

There have always been what we would consider non-
traditional burials. These would be things like cremation, bur-
ial at sea, burial in a cave, or leaving the body outside for ani-
mals to devour. These are all practices used by cultures in the 
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past, and some cultures still use them. Cremation and burial 
at sea are still a couple of choices people in America and 
other western nations have if they don’t want to do a tradi-
tional burial. There are also graves that are unmarked, which 
can be frustrating for genealogists. Sometimes, the family 
just couldn’t afford a headstone. Other times, they might 
have belonged to a religion that did not believe in them, such 
as Quakers, who have largely observed the practice of forgo-
ing headstones since the denomination was founded in the 
mid-1600’s.

You can use death certificates, funeral home records, and 
obituaries to piece together when your ancestors died and 
where and how they were “buried.” Sometimes, ashes are bur-
ied in cemeteries after a cremation, so don’t discount this pos-
sibility. There may even be a headstone. Be sure to check all 
possibilities.

If the burial was before the time when there were records 
kept such as death certificates, you can often find the loca-
tion with an obituary in an old newspaper, or with records of 
the location of burials from a cemetery. You may find burials 
for ashes, and even headstones for people who were actually 
buried at sea. If there are no headstones or burials, you may 
find the disposition of the remains in obituaries. These are 
all sources you should be looking at in your research. Deaths, 
including non-traditional burials, are pretty well docu-
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mented in public records, so you shouldn’t have too much of 
an issue in finding the information you desire.
 

Divorces:

Don’t let a mere divorce throw you off track in your ge-
nealogical research. The people involved in a divorce are still 
very searchable. While divorces were traditionally difficult to 
obtain in past centuries, they were still a thing, and were 
sometimes granted. Adultery and abandonment were usually 
the reasons divorces were granted in times past, but extreme 
cruelty could also be grounds for one. In fact, the first di-
vorce granted in the American colonies by the notoriously re-
ligiously strict Puritans was to a woman whose second hus-
band abused her and her child by her first marriage so badly, 
the Puritan religious authorities believed the husband was no 
longer fit to be one, and granted the divorce in the 1680’s. 
The woman went on to marry a third time, and had a long, 
happy marriage with that one.

There are a good selection of records you can search for 
divorces and the people involved in them. Court records 
(when they are available to the general public) and newspa-
per records are often good sources, with all the salacious de-
tails of what brought the couple to the point of divorce. News-
papers back in more distant times used to print entire stories 
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around why a couple got divorced, and where each spouse 
went afterward. If you know they couple divorced, but can’t 
find a record of it, you can still research each former spouse 
individually to discover where they went and whether they 
re-married and had other children. The records are there, 
and modern family tree software programs usually have 
fields to indicate a couple divorced, and to add new spouses 
if they re-married.
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If you have been doing genealogy for a while, you will no 
doubt have come across the work of other genealogists. 
There are user-submitted online family trees on many differ-
ent well-known genealogy websites. Ancestry.com and 
FamilySearch.org are the sites where you will find the most 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW BEFORE 
USING SOMEONE ELSE’S RESEARCH

4
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user-submitted trees, but they are everywhere in smaller 
numbers. Places like GenWeb, Fold3,American Ancestors, 
and most of the DNA testing websites have user-submitted 
trees, too. You may be tempted to take the information on 
these trees and use it as your own, if these trees are talking 
about your ancestors. However, take a moment before you 
copy that information. Here are some things you should con-
sider before using someone else’s research.  

 
Are There Sources? 

This is one of the biggest issues with using other people’s 
family trees online. Most of them do not have sources. There-
fore, you cannot trust that the information is correct. Even if 
you see the same information across many family trees of 
that same family online, it all means nothing without sources 
being cited. Otherwise, you can just assume that most of 
these trees are people copying information from each other. 
You don’t want to put unverified information on your family 
tree. Just because it is online, sometimes on a lot of different 
trees, doesn’t mean it’s correct.

There have been well-known genealogical instances 
where trees that were thought to be established for centuries 
were later proven to be incorrect. The trees were based on 
family lore, or an incorrect interpretation of the available re-
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cords, and even published in genealogical magazines. Then, 
later, when someone actually took the time to research the in-
formation, or look at the old information in a new way, that 
tree was proven to be wrong. It’s happened more than once, 
even to professional genealogists. Don’t let it happen to you. 
Make sure there are sources, and verify them. Look at them 
yourself, if possible. Your tree will be much more likely to be 
accurate this way. 

 
Do the Dates Make Sense? 

You have to look quite carefully at online trees, because a 
lot of people don’t pay attention to the information they are 
copying. If you look closely, you will see a lot of odd things 
on some of these trees. One of the more common things is 
dates that do not make sense. You will often see dates of 
birth that are after the death date of the mother, or before 
the mother could realistically be old enough to give birth to 
children. You will sometimes see children who are listed as 
older than one or both of their parents. When people copy in-
formation from other online trees, they either make mistakes 
in copying them that other people will then copy, or they 
don’t pay attention to what they are copying and don’t see 
the discrepancies. If you are using information from some-
one else’s online tree, make sure the dates make sense, or 
don’t use the research. Investigate that family line further, on 
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your own, to establish the correct names, dates, and relation-
ships. 

 
Are Children Listed With Their Correct Mothers? 

In families where there have been more than one mar-
riage for a person, and that person has children with each 
spouse, it is important to make sure the children are listed 
with their correct mothers on the trees you’re viewing. If you 
look closely at the dates of birth of the children on these 
trees, you will see there is no way a child could belong to the 
mother they are listed under. Either the mother will be too 
old or too young to have had that child. Other times, the 
dates may add up, but the children are listed as the children 
of a step-mother anyway. You will only know it is a step-
mother if you pay attention to the date of marriage to that 
spouse. Look up documentation on all of the children 
through birth, death, marriage, and newspaper records to de-
termine the correct mother. Sometimes, the children are 
listed with their correct mothers, but you have to be sure be-
fore you put it on your own family tree. This can sometimes 
happen with fathers, too, so pay attention to children of 
mothers with more than one husband. However, this is a 
more common problem with a husband with more than one 
wife.
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Are the Dates and Places of Birth Historically Pos-
sible? 

With immigrant ancestors, there is a tendency for online 
trees to play fast and loose with history. If you are looking for 
your immigrant ancestor, and they go back to the time of 
European colonization, you will find trees that are just plain 
wrong. The English were the first European nation to estab-
lish a permanent settlement in North America, with the ex-
ception of Spain in St. Augustine, FL a few decades before 
the English. Before this, Spanish missionaries came to the 
American west, but established missions instead of colonies. 
When new people stopped coming to staff the missions, 
there was no European settlement left after it. The French 
came to North America long before the English, but they did 
not establish permanent settlements. They came to do fur 
trapping on a seasonal basis, and went back to France in be-
tween seasons. Some of them married into local Native 
American tribes, but again, no permanent settlements were 
made. The Dutch established New York as a permanent set-
tlement, but not before the English established colonies in 
Virginia and Massachusetts.

If you see an ancestor on an online tree with a birthdate 
before 1607 in Virginia (the date of theJamestown settle-
ment) or before 1620 in Massachusetts (the date of the Ply-
mouth settlement), you know that person could not have 

27

AncestralFindings.com
Sold to Paul E Hendee (#QF7HOY45)



been born in North America. They were likely born in Eng-
land, like their parents. They may have come over later in 
one of the great immigrations, but they were not born in 
North America. Look further into their history with documen-
tation to determine their real date and place of birth. Doing 
these things before using other people’s research online will 
ensure your own tree is as accurate as it can possibly be.
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Hindsight is 20/20 in most things in life, and genealogy re-
search is no exception. I’ve been doing genealogy research 
for 20 years and have reached the level of knowledge where I 
now consider myself a good genealogist (though, make no 
mistake, even good genealogists still have things to learn, 

CONFESSIONS FROM A FAMILY HISTORIAN 
(WHAT I SHOULD HAVE DONE RIGHT 

FROM THE BEGINNING)

5
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and we discover new things in genealogy all the time). I’m 
proud of the research I’ve done and continue to do, for my-
self and others. Yet, there are so many things from my early 
work I could have done differently if I’d known better then…. 
things which would make my genealogy research even more 
rich, detailed, and rewarding today. My family tree would be 
more solid and more like the historical narrative I now aim 
for it to be.

We all make mistakes when we’re beginning with some-
thing, before we’ve truly learned the craft. It’s true for any-
thing you learn. However, if I can help some beginning gene-
alogists avoid some of the early mistakes I made when I was 
learning the basics of this wonderful hobby, I am happy to do 
so. Here are some things I would have done differently when 
I began with genealogy if I’d known better. Maybe, by learn-
ing from my mistakes, you can get a better start on your fam-
ily tree and turn it into something wonderful much sooner 
than I did. 

 
I Would Have Started Earlier 

I always had an interest in family history, even when I 
was too young to understand what it was. I was fascinated by 
the history of my Moneymaker surname and wondered who 
the first people were who bore it, I loved looking at old fam-
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ily photos and asking questions about the people in them, 
and I asked older relatives to tell me stories about their child-
hoods. But, this was a childhood curiosity of my own, and I 
had no idea I should be writing down the things that were 
told to me, or asking more detailed genealogy-directed ques-
tions.

One of my great regrets is that I didn’t start doing proper 
genealogy work sooner. I could have gotten so many more 
stories of long-gone relatives, and saved a lot of time looking 
up the identities of those relatives, if I’d asked the right ques-
tions of the people I knew who knew them. By the time I 
started doing proper genealogy, I was eager for information 
on my great-grandfather’s grandparents, whose names I did 
not know, and who I only had a couple of stories about. I 
tried to ask him, but he had dementia by then, and could 
only tell me his grandparents were named “Grandma” and 
“Grandpa,” and couldn’t tell me more stories.

His children never thought to ask these questions when 
they were younger, so they had nothing to tell me. It took me 
nearly four more years before I found out those names, as 
well as their birth and death dates, and even a photo of one 
set of his grandparents, and I discovered these things when I 
was helping to clean out his house after he died. You can’t go 
back in time and begin genealogy sooner, of course. But, I 
would recommend you begin as soon as you have an inkling 
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you might be interested. Get at least the basic names, dates, 
and stories from your older relatives while they are still able 
to give them to you, and follow up on the research later. The 
research will always be there, but the first-hand information 
from the people who knew them won’t. Get it while you can.
  

I Would Learn the Most Common Research Meth-
ods and Try Them Sooner 

When I first began doing genealogy, I didn’t know any-
thing about research methods beyond talking to older rela-
tives. I bought a family tree book, and went around to all my 
older relatives, asking them the appropriate questions about 
the identities of their parents and grandparents, and any 
childhood stories they cared to share. But I literally knew 
nothing else. I didn’t know how to expand on my initial re-
search, which was frustrating. I went to the local genealogy li-
brary and had no idea what to do with those microfiche and 
microfilm machines, or even how to find the right books to 
take me further back in my family history.

I would start reading beginning books on genealogy re-
search methods, and then go out and put those methods into 
practice, so I would learn hands-on how to use them. I could 
have brought my research further sooner if I’d known. It 
wasn’t until several years later when I made friends with a fel-
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low genealogist with a lot more experience than me that I 
learned about the most basic things, like ordering vital re-
cords and doing census research. 

 
I Would Learn to Cite My Sources (and Actually 

Do It) 

Ah, citing sources. One thing most genealogists know 
they should be doing, but very few actually do. When you’re 
just starting and only have a little bit of information, you just 
naturally assume you will remember where you obtained it 
or who told you. That kind of thing gets a lot harder to keep 
track of the more information you gather, as you become 
more adept at your craft. You may look back at an early piece 
of research years later and have no idea where you got it, or if 
it’s even correct. Get a book on citing sources when you begin 
your genealogical research and use it. Citing sources may 
seem like a chore at first, but you will be so glad you did it 
later. And, when you make it your regular practice, it will 
eventually become second nature to you, and much easier to 
do.
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I Wouldn’t Rely So Much on Published or Online 
Genealogies, or Family Lore 

I relied a lot on published genealogy books, online geneal-
ogy, and legends about my ancestors that were told to me as 
a child when I began. I didn’t know that all of these things 
need to be verified before they can go in a legitimate geneal-
ogy. In fact, it is the verification that makes the genealogy le-
gitimate. The vast majority of family tales have some major 
flaws in them, like a game of telephone that gets played and 
changed through the generations. Even genealogies that 
were published in the 19th century have a lot of mistakes, 
and online genealogies are often full of them, as people copy 
other people’s work without verifying it. Don’t make that mis-
take. You don’t want to have to re-do an entire line of your ge-
nealogy when you find out the third-party work you relied on 
was incorrect (yes, I had to do that once).

As an example, there was a family lore of my great-
grandmother on my mom’s side being from Germany. I 
never met her, so I couldn’t ask her. I just assumed it was 
true. But, when I looked further into her history, I discovered 
she was actually from Virginia and it was her mother who 
was from Germany. Her son, my grandfather, who I knew, al-
ways insisted his mother was from Germany, but it was actu-
ally his grandmother. That shows how things can get 
changed in a story in just a generation in a family. Verify eve-
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rything, even if it’s from someone with supposedly first-hand 
knowledge, because you never know when someone will 
make a mistake, or have been given incorrect information 
themselves. Verify, and make sure your family tree is accu-
rate the first time. You’ll be glad you did.
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August is an excellent month to tackle certain genealogy pro-
jects. It’s too hot to do much outside, the kids are out of 
school, and the holiday season with its cooler weather is ap-
proaching. These things open up a world of opportunities to 
do some interesting and important things with your geneal-

10 “MUST DO” GENEALOGY 
PROJECTS FOR AUGUST

6
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ogy research. Do yourself and your loved ones a favor and 
use August to work on these ten “must-do” genealogy pro-
jects. You’ll be so glad you did, and you will be so much far-
ther ahead with your research when you’re done with them.
  

1. Organize Your Photos 

The hot days of August are perfect for sitting in a nice, 
cool house and finally getting those family photos organized. 
It’s a project that is easy to put off for long periods of time, 
even years. Using the lazy, super-hot days of August to finally 
do it is ideal. You’ve got the time to do it, and the perfect mo-
tivation, so get moving and get on it.  

 
2. Do Family Trees With the Kids 

Making decorative family trees for certain branches of 
your family with your kids is a great way to keep them occu-
pied in the waning weeks of summer vacation when they’re 
getting bored. They get to learn more about their family his-
tory while they’re at it, so it’s a win for everyone. - Learn 
More
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3. Visit Older Relatives and Interview Them 

This is something else you can do with the kids. It’s a per-
fect way to get them to visit older relatives and get to know 
them, and they can learn more family history and see how to 
interview someone properly during the experience. - Learn 
More
  

4. Take a Genealogy Vacation 

While the kids are out of school, it is a perfect time to 
take them on a genealogy vacation. Go somewhere your an-
cestors used to live, explore it together, learn about the his-
tory of the place and how your ancestors may have lived, and 
do some research into your family in the local record reposi-
tories. - Learn More  

 
5. Do a Genealogy Scrapbook 

Get all those documents, clippings, and photos together 
that you can form into a theme, and put together some scrap-
books detailing the history of various branches of your fam-
ily. 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6. Write Your Family History 

If you’ve been meaning to write your family history down 
in book form for publication or just for the family to read, the 
heat of August is a perfect time to stay indoors and do it. - 
Learn More  

 
7. Start Research on a New Branch 

If there’s a branch of your family you’ve been neglecting 
in your research, this month is a perfect time to begin work-
ing on it. Learning new information is always motivational.
  

8. Make Genealogically Themed Christmas Gifts 

Get a jump on the holiday season by making genealogy-
themed gifts for all of your family members. You won’t have 
as much shopping to do later, and you’ll have a bevy of mean-
ingful gifts for everyone.
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9. Try Making Some Old Family Recipes 

If you have old family recipe cards or cookbooks and you 
haven’t tried the recipes, use this month as the time to try 
them and serve them to your family. Imagine and talk about 
how your ancestors must have lived based on the foods they 
ate while you’re doing it.  

 
10. Catch Up on Your Genealogical Reading 

There are usually books on family history, genealogical re-
search techniques, and local history most genealogists have 
on their list of things to read. This is a perfect time to read a 
few of them and get them off your list. - Learn More
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Once you’ve become hooked on genealogy research, it makes 
sense that you would want to share your discoveries with 
other family members. In fact, you may be dying to know if 
they have any tidbits of family history that they can share 
with you. Unfortunately, many family researchers run into 

DRAWING THOSE HESITANT RELATIVES 
INTO YOUR FAMILY TREE RESEARCH
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an obstacle on their journey to create their tree: the hesitant 
family members.

We all have one of them (or five, but who’s counting?). 
They are disinterested at best or – at worst – think the entire 
process is silly or a waste of time. It can be difficult to under-
stand, especially once you are caught up in the fun of solving 
your family’s historical mysteries, why or how anyone 
wouldn’t be excited by knowing more about their roots. 
There are strategies to help you bring them into the fold so 
that you can share and exchange information with them and 
perhaps even turn their interest in the process up a notch.
  

Reaching your Elders 

Those in the family who are older than you may have in-
formation you’re needing. Chances are, they just do not un-
derstand why you are interested. One of the things you can 
do is make them feel that what they can share with you is im-
portant information and only they can help. This isn’t lip 
service; it is completely true: no excessive flattery necessary. 
Well, you can butter them up a bit, but their stories actually 
are very important to you so your need for them isn’t insin-
cere.
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A problem that you can run into is having very limited in-
formation at the beginning of your search. Sometimes an as-
piring family history expert can have branches all over the 
place on one side of the tree, but hit a road block early on in 
another branch. When your disinterested relative is on the 
side with all the missing information, you may be almost des-
perate to get them engaged so that you can get past that one 
relative who seems to be a ghost.  

 
Conversation Leads to Engagement 

Making your elders feel important is not only complimen-
tary but also great road into what they know. Perhaps one of 
your other relatives gave you photos you could show your re-
luctant relative in order for you to get them talking and feel-
ing nostalgic. Ask for their help and let them know clearly 
that their assistance is valued. You can ask questions such as 
(of course, replace these facts with ones that apply to your 
tree):

 • Did you know your great-grandmother when you 
were young? What was she like?

 • Do you have photos of the family that I may see?
 • Do you know if your grandfather attended a 

church or where he is buried?
 • Do you know if there are any letters, documents, 

family Bibles that are in someone’s possession?
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If that doesn’t loosen their lips, try sharing some interest-
ing information about what do you already know. Do you 
have a famous person in your tree? A criminal or a run-
away? Perhaps you have a Great-Great Uncle who died in 
childhood that no one ever mentions. You can start a, “Did 
you know?” conversation about that person. It is possible 
that your hesitant relative knows more than you realized.

  

Connections and Micro-Tasking 

Many relatives, young and old, are now on social media. 
Creating a family conversation group online and inviting 
them all into the fold is a way to start a conversation. Get eve-
rything you know so far into a document or online tree that 
you can share with them. Upload digital versions of any pho-
tographs you have collected so that everyone can see them 
and comment. Get as many willing and interested relatives in 
the group chatting about it as you can. Even the toughest nut 
to crack in the group may be willing to correct someone 
when they are wrong about a fact!

Whether through social media or not, ask favors of both 
the willing and the unwilling family members. Do they live in 
the town where some of the family settled? If they have ac-
cess to the genealogical section at a local library or historical 
society, ask them to do lookups. If the reluctant ones refuse, 
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accept their choice graciously. Share what the willing mem-
bers uncovered with the unwilling ones.

Unless you run into blatant hostility from those who 
really are reluctant, continuing to involve them – even pas-
sively – can make all the difference when softening them and 
getting them to the point where they are interested in what 
you find out next.
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The foods our ancestors ate are an important part of our fam-
ily histories. They tell a lot about a family, such as occupa-
tion, income, region in which they lived, and the time period 
in which they lived. If you put all these things together, you 
get a pretty detailed picture of our ancestors based on the 

GENEFOODS: THE PEPPERONI 
ROLL AND ITS ORIGINS

8
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foods that were common to their diets. Even archaeologists 
use the study of foods to place people in their proper histori-
cal contexts. When they dig up unusually well-preserved re-
mains, such as the old Medieval burial of a royal or noble in 
lead, or mummies, they often examine the contents of their 
stomachs to see what was in their last meal. The foods they 
find tell them so much about how that person lived, where 
they originated, what their health was like, what their social 
class was, and more. The history of food is intimately tied 
into the study of genealogy.

We even pass recipes down through families. There are 
families with treasured family recipes that have been handed 
down through generations. Some of them stay in the family, 
while others may use the special recipe to start a restaurant 
or food company. Family recipe books are popular items at 
family reunions, and make treasured gifts to members of any 
generation.

One unique food that tells a lot about a person’s family 
history is the pepperoni roll. What makes this food so infor-
mative to genealogists is its regional nature. The pepperoni 
roll is mainly found in West Virginia and some of the nearby 
surrounding areas like Western Pennsylvania, Appalachian 
Ohio, and Western Maryland. It originated there, and can 
still be found there today. While other areas of the country 
are populated by people who have never heard of the pepper-
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oni roll, those in West Virginia and the surrounding areas 
can find it in grocery and convenience stores to this day. In 
fact, it is arguably the most popular snack in West Virginia, 
and certainly, the food most closely associated with that 
state.

In order to know about the history of the pepperoni roll, 
you first have to know what it is. The basic pepperoni roll is a 
yeast bread roll made of soft, white flour, with pepperoni 
baked in the middle of it. While the roll is baking, fat from 
the pepperoni melts into the bread, giving it a spicy oil infu-
sion. The fat in pepperoni is solid at room temperature, so it 
only becomes liquid and able to give the roll its unique flavor 
by baking the pepperoni inside the bread. While they are usu-
ally eaten as a snack, pepperoni rolls can also be eaten as 
lunch, and are served either at room temperature or lightly 
warmed.

The origin of the pepperoni roll goes back to 1927 when 
Giuseppe “Joseph” Argiro made them and sold them at the 
Country Club Bakery in Fairmont, West Virginia. Argiro origi-
nally invented the pepperoni roll as a lunch for the local coal 
miners. They made an excellent meal for coal miners because 
they had protein and fat for energy and staving off hunger, 
and they did not require refrigeration, which made them 
easy to tuck into a pack or pail and take to the mines on their 
own with no other preparation needed for them. Argiro sold 
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the pepperoni roll to his hungry miner customers from the 
time he invented them, until around 1950, when they began 
to gain a more generalized popularity.

Argiro originated the pepperoni roll at a time when Ital-
ian foods were gaining popularity in West Virginia and the 
surrounding Appalachian areas. With the lucrative mine and 
railroad operations centered there, many immigrants from It-
aly were attracted to the region, and brought their cuisine 
with them, eventually sharing it with the local American 
populace. The pepperoni roll is similar to the Italian calzone, 
as well as the British sausage roll (which was invented in the 
mining communities of the United Kingdom).

As a popular regional food, the traditional pepperoni roll 
has taken on some variations today. Among these are the 
cheese and pepperoni roll, single stick pepperoni rolls, multi-
stick pepperoni rolls, and shredded or ground pepperoni 
rolls (with shredded or ground pepperoni inside the roll in-
stead of a solid stick).

The U.S. government tried to get involved in the pepper-
oni roll industry in 1987 when the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture wanted to reclassify pepperoni roll bakeries as meat 
processing plants. This would have subjected them to stricter 
and more expensive regulations. Bakery owners complained 
that these regulations would put them out of business, and 
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U.S. Senator Jay Rockefeller (who was a senator for West Vir-
ginia) intervened on their behalf, putting an end to the 
USDA’s plan.

Today, the pepperoni roll remains a beloved regional fa-
vorite in West Virginia and the nearby areas. It is quintessen-
tial Appalachian cuisine. If you are not from the area, haven’t 
been there, or don’t know anyone from there, you may not 
have ever heard of the pepperoni roll. However, if you ever 
go to West Virginia, you will be sure to see it in stores and 
gas stations in every city and town in the state. If you are so 
lucky as to come across a pepperoni roll and have never 
eaten one before, do yourself a favor and try one. You will be 
sampling regional cuisine with a long history of association 
with West Virginia, and your taste buds will be in for a treat, 
too. You will also know that there are several generations of 
West Virginian families who have enjoyed the pepperoni roll 
before you.

If your ancestors come from West Virginia, you can be 
sure they ate pepperoni rolls (as long as they lived there 
since 1927). Knowing the history of the food and that your an-
cestors likely ate it is something that helps you get to know 
your ancestors better as the people they were. Knowing they 
snacked on pepperoni rolls gives you a glimpse into their eve-
ryday lives that is invaluable to genealogists.
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Barbados is a Caribbean island that is part of the British colo-
nial network. It was an actual colony from 1625 to 1966. It is 
now a self-governing constitutional monarchy with Queen 
Elizabeth II as the titular head of state. It has a long history 
with humans, going possibly back as far as three thousand 

ENGLISH SETTLERS IN 
BARBADOS
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years ago, with definite evidence of human habitation exist-
ing back to around 1,500 years ago.

The original settlers of the island came from the South 
American continent and seem to have come in three groups. 
The first group were known as the Saladoid-Barrancoid, 
which were followed about 1,200 years ago by the Arawaks, 
and finally, the Caribs, who came about 600 years ago. The 
Caribs were the most politically organized among these 
groups, and they eventually became the rulers of the island 
until the Europeans discovered it.

The first Europeans to discover the island were the Portu-
guese, who landed on it in the early 1500’s. The island gained 
notice by Spain soon after and was used by Spain as a raiding 
ground for slaves that they used to do work for them back on 
the European continent. In fact, the Spanish took so many of 
the native Amerindians from Barbados that a Spanish writer 
claimed in 1541 that the island was uninhabited. Those who 
lived on the island who weren’t brought to Spain as slaves 
moved to other nearby islands in the Caribbean that were 
more easily defended.

The first English ship to make landfall in Barbados was 
on May 14, 1625. Because England was the first European na-
tion to make a permanent settlement there (unlike the Portu-
guese and Spanish, who merely visited and raided the is-
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land), the English were able to make a proprietary claim to it, 
which they did that year. It was not England’s first settle-
ment in the Americas, as permanent settlements had been es-
tablished at Jamestown in 1607, Bermuda in 1609, and Ply-
mouth in 1620. Though it was not the first settlement, it 
quickly became the third largest English colony in the Ameri-
cas.

Also, Barbados was originally owned by a single person, 
Sir William Courten, a merchant from London. It was he who 
made a claim to the island and acquired the title to it from 
the crown. Therefore, the first colonists to live on Barbados 
were actually Courten’s tenants, and a large portion of the 
profits of their labor there were given to him and his com-
pany.

William Courten maintained ownership of the island un-
til 1639 when his title was transferred to James Hay, the 1st 
Earl of Carlisle. James Carlisle chose Henrey Hawley as gov-
ernor of the island, a move made to appease the residents 
there who might otherwise have opposed his ownership of 
the island, as it was widely believed among English settlers 
on Barbados that Carlisle stole the title from Courten.

Between 1640 and 1660, Barbados attracted more than 
two-thirds of the number of people from England who emi-
grated to the Americas. There were around 44,000 settlers 
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living there in 1650. This was compared to 12,000 settlers liv-
ing in Virginia and 23,000 living in New England that same 
year. The vast majority of English settlers who came to Barba-
dos during this time period were indentured servants who ex-
changed five years of labor for their ship’s transport fees. 
They were also given ten pounds in either money or goods 
upon being granted their freedom. Before the mid-1630’s, 
they also received a few acres of land when they were freed. 
But, with so many people coming to the island, there was no 
more free land to grant after this period in Barbados’s his-
tory.

When the English Civil War was going on, rebels and 
criminals were transported to Barbados by the civilian Puri-
tan government in charge of England at the time. When the 
monarchy was restored, a large number of these rebels were 
granted land on the North American continent as compensa-
tion for their exile to the island. Life on Barbados was hard at 
this time in history. Parish records from the mid-1600’s on 
Barbados show four times as many deaths as marriages on 
the island. Residents were continually being replaced by new 
arrivals.

The main product on Barbados was initially tobacco. 
However, that was soon relegated to the domain of 
Virginia and replaced by sugar.  Barbados eventually became 
famous for its sugar production. Its sugar production was so 
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high that by 1660, Barbados was generating more money in 
trade than all the other English colonies combined, mostly 
just by trading in sugar. The island was producing 25,000 
tons of sugar annually in 1700, as opposed to 20,000 annu-
ally for Brazil, 10,000 for the French colonial islands, and 
4,000 for the Dutch colonial islands at this time.

Barbados remained much the same as it was during its be-
ginnings during its time as an English colony. The only differ-
ence was the abolishment of slavery in the mid-1800’s in the 
colony, and the eventual phasing out of indentured servitude 
up into the early 20th century. It continued to produce sugar 
in large volumes and trade this sugar with the rest of the 
world. The island was dominated by a little over 100 large 
sugar plantations, owned by wealthy planters.

In 1966, Barbados negotiated its freedom from the Brit-
ish government and became an independent state that year. 
Its form of government is a constitutional monarchy, with 
the British monarch as its titular head of state. It has a prime 
minister who leads the government and a parliament that is 
democratically elected and makes government decisions on 
the island. It also maintains its historical connection to Eng-
land by being a member of the Commonwealth of Nations. It 
also developed international connections and status through 
membership in the United Nations and the Organization of 
American States.
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Barbados has a long history as an English colony, as long 
as or longer than any other. It still maintains close ties to 
England today, though it is now an independent nation. It 
has a rich and varied history going back thousands of years. 
However, its English associations all began in 1625 and are 
an important part of the island’s culture to this day.

Learn More:

English Settlers in Barbados, 1637-1800 International Re-
cords  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If you’re not a family historian, you may not realize that 
there are many styles of tartans. By looking at them, some 
may believe they’re simply attractive fabrics from Scotland’s 
history. The truth is that tartans have their own history. They 
identify the person wearing the colors, and they even show 

TARTANS: THE KEY TO CLANS
10
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where the person is from. By looking at a tartan, it’s possible 
to get the history of a clan; even today’s modern tartans are 
still historically based.

What’s interesting about tartans is their extreme popular-
ity. There are generic tartans sold as “plaid,” and there are 
also tartans registered all over the world for businesses, U.S. 
states, and the military. In every case, the tartan itself can 
specifically identify the person or organization wearing it.
  

What Exactly Is a Tartan?

Tartan is a woven material. It is usually woven out of 
wool, and it has stripes of various colors and with different 
breadths between them. Essentially, a tartan looks like it’s 
plaid, but there’s much more to it than that.

When woven together, a tartan appears to have squares 
in the pattern, and these squares are known as a sett. The 
sett is the completed pattern and is repeated throughout the 
length of the material.

When a tartan is ordered, many are made to order. The 
professional weavers lock together the specific tartan for the 
clan member or organization in question. The weaving indus-
try today still specializes in hundreds of tartans and can 
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make new tartans on request. 

 
When Did Tartans First Appear? 

It’s thought that tartans first appeared to the west of 
Northern England. That could be western Britain itself or 
Ireland. The first people to wear them would have been 
Celtic; the Celts Scoti, in particular, who were known as the 
Scots and were based in Ireland, wore tartans to identify 
themselves. The first tartan discovered by historians is 
known as the Falkirk tartan; it is made of only two colors 
with a checkered pattern. It was brown and white, just like 
the Soay Sheep, which is native to Scotland. It was not 
worn but used for other purposes.

The age when that first tartan was discovered was around 
the 3rd century AD. From there, it continued to grow in popu-
larity among royals and clans. 

 
Why Do We Call It a Tartan? 

Tartan has not always been known as tartan, but the 
word has developed over time. The Gaelic language defines 
the word for tartan as breachdan, but the French word, tire-
taine, may be where the word actually comes from today. The 
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French word describes materials of wool or linen mixes.  

 
How Does a Tartan Help Identify a Clan? 

There are literally hundreds of tartans in existence today, 
and they are very specific to their clans and the location of 
those clans. For instance, the Maclean tartan for hunting is 
black, white, and green, while the McDonells tartan have a 
triple-striped tartan. Essentially, the clan’s tartan is a uni-
form that all men, and sometimes women, wore, at least in 
some part of their outfits.

The “Key Pattern Book” of 1819 discusses the exact meth-
ods for weaving over 200 tartans. These may not have been 
original or historical patterns, which is why when some tar-
tans are sold today, they’re marked as modern tartans for the 
families.

Tartans are still being developed today, interestingly. In 
fact, the Scottish Register of Tartans in the United Kingdom 
does allow new tartans to be registered from around the 
world. 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What Are Some Tartans and Their Identifica-
tions?  

There are hundreds of tartans in existence, but some of 
the most popular should be easy to identify if a person is 
aware of the tartan’s history. Here are some of the most com-
mon tartans today.

The Royal Stewart 
This is a red, yellow, white, blue, and black tartan and is one 
of the most recognizable in the world. Those wearing it have 
a history of being in or are related to the House of Stewart. 
The tartan originated in the lowland clans of Scotland.
 
The MacDonald 

This tartan is green, blue, red, black, and white. It represents 
the highland clan MacDonald of clan Ranald in Scotland.
 
The Clan MacLeod 

One of the most recognizable for its bright yellow, black, and 
red design this the tartan for the MacLeod highland clan in 
Scotland.
 
The Clan MacLean 

Basic black, white and green make up the tartan for the clan 
MacLean in Scotland.
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The Clan MacKenzie 
This highland clan has a creative tartan with tight setts of 
blue and green. Blue, green, white, and red adorn this tartan.
 
The Clan Buchanan 

A simple white base with red setts and a black stripe creates 
this highland clan’s tartan.
 
The Clan Douglas 

This lowland clan from Scotland has a simple black and gray 
tartan.
 
The Clan Montgomery 

The lowland clan has a two-color tartan of blue and green.
 

       The Clan Cunningham 
Black, white, and red make up this lowland clan’s tartan. 
 
       The Clan Rose 
This lowland clan has a tartan made up of blue, white, red, 
and green.
 
Each clan has its own respective colors, and even if they 

share colors, the setts tend to be invarying sizes. What’s inter-
esting today is that many people have registered their own 
tartans from around the world; for instance, West Virginia 
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University in the United States registered a gold, blue, and 
white tartan; the U.S. Air Force Pipe Band has a red, blue, 
and yellow tartan registered, and Nevada, the U.S. state, has 
registered a yellow, blue, and red tartan.

Knowing the history of tartans can help you identify the 
people wearing them, just as recognizing today’s tartan col-
ors can. There are various registries with photos to help iden-
tify tartans from around the world.
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When your family first came to the United States, it was 
likely an exciting time. Somehow, over the years, the history 
of where your family came from was lost. Never fear, because 
with the use of naturalization records, you can start to re-
trace your ancestor’s steps. By starting with naturalization re-

THE HISTORY OF A FAMILY: USING NATURALI-
ZATION RECORDS AS A LINK TO THE PAST

11
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cords, you take the least you know about your relative, which 
may be a name and where they lived, and begin to backtrack 
from there. The naturalization record itself can give you a sur-
prising amount of information for a fairly small time invest-
ment, so it’s a good place to start when you’re first beginning 
to research your family history.  

 
What Are Naturalization Records? 

Before the year 1906, it was possible for aliens, or people 
coming from other countries, to be naturalized in any court 
in the United States. Those being naturalized were primarily 
immigrants who wanted to start the process for citizenship 
as soon as they arrived in the country. When these immi-
grants arrived, they’d go through a process of naturalization; 
they would often take American names and move to where 
they wanted to live.

The problem with naturalization records is that the immi-
grants may have started the process in the county where they 
arrived, but then they moved. Completing citizenship in an-
other part of the country means that the records are spread 
out in many cases.

It wasn’t until 1906 that Immigration and Naturalization 
Services, or the INS, was created. At that point, it was known 
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by various other names, but the agency’s goals were the 
same. The service provided a standardized form no matter 
where the foreign nationals arrived in the country. Naturali-
zation papers’ copies were collected at various ports and 
were sent to the INS for record keeping. 

 
What Can a Naturalization Record Tell You? 

Naturalization records have a vast amount of informa-
tion key to your search for your family’s history. For in-
stance, these papers may include the immigrants’ original 
family names, their Americanized names, the nation of ori-
gin, the current residency, and the date of arrival.

Before 1906, naturalization records may have contained 
alternative information like the port of arrival, the date of ar-
rival, the age of the immigrant who arrived, the origin of the 
immigrant, and the residence of the immigrant. In times Pre-
1790, immigrants were primarily British and were automati-
cally named citizens of the British Empire’s colonies. During 
colonial times, there were three kinds of naturalization in-
cluding an oath of allegiance, collective citizenship, and deni-
zation. Collective citizenship is the most difficult for people 
to research, because this was when an entire group of people 
was naturalized without any documentation.
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After 1906, it’s common to find information such as:

1.  The port of arrival
2.  The immigrant’s place of birth and birth date
3.  The date of arrival
4.  The way the immigrant arrived (IE: boat, plane)
5.  The occupation of the immigrant
6.  A physical description of the immigrant
7.  Information on the immigrant’s spouse and/or chil-

dren
8.  The date of marriage, if the immigrant was married
9.  Marital status
10.  The last known foreign address
11.  The age of the immigrant
12.  The location of the immigrant’s residence

Because the requirements of naturalization have changed 
over the years, it’s not uncommon to find that varying re-
cords were kept.  

 
How Can Naturalization Records Be Accessed? 

There are various ways to access naturalization records, 
but one of the best is to look by time period. For instance, 
the Passenger and Immigration Lists Index by William P. 
Filby as records from between the 1500s and 1900s. between 
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1607 and 1775, on the other hand, Denizations and Naturali-
zations in the British Colonies in America by Lloyd deWitt 
Bockstruck would be a better research material.

For records between the years 1790 and 1906, it’s best to 
look for naturalization records in the state or local courts in 
the area where your ancestor lived. If your family moved of-
ten, then you may need to search each individual location for 
additional naturalization information. Start by looking at 
where the immigrant settled, because that’s most likely to be 
where you’ll find the petition for naturalization.

Since 1906, the naturalization process has been regu-
lated. The Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization, now 
known as the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services, collected copies of naturalization records through-
out that time.

Immigrants filed a Declaration of Intent, known as Form 
2202, and completed it in triplicate for the court, themselves, 
and the Bureau. If your family still possesses documents 
such as the Declaration of Intent, then the naturalization 
process may never have been completed, since this was re-
quired to start the process.

Because of this process being more regulated, you should 
be able to contact any court that still completes naturaliza-
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tions for information about your ancestors.  

 
What Should You Do If You’re Having Trouble 

Finding Naturalization Records? 

If you’ve been searching courts where your ancestor lived 
and aren’t having any success, consider looking where your 
ancestor worked. For example, if your ancestor lived in Cleve-
land but was working in Hudson, then the Hudson court 
would potentially have more information or the naturaliza-
tion records you’re looking for.

You can contact the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services (USCIS) directly or access their records on-
line by going to USCIS.gov.

Another place to try is your Family History Library or 
FamilySearch.org. It has records by state, state and county, 
or state, county, and town. Depending on how much informa-
tion you have already, this can be a breakthrough search.

Naturalization records can be the first place you start 
when you’re looking for your family history. Whether it’s a 
history from the 1600s or you want to look up a more recent 
relative, the USCIS or these research materials can help.
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Learn More:

Passenger and Immigration Record Lookups
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The weather is getting cooler, the kids are back in school, 
and you are in the mood for some genealogy. Here are ten 
perfect projects for your genealogy research for September. 
Try them and enjoy a renewed sense of accomplishment in 
your genealogy work. You’ll love these.

10 “MUST-DO” GENEALOGY 
PROJECTS FOR SEPTEMBER

12
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1. Organize Your Family Photos 

With the kids back in school, this is a perfect time to get 
out those old family photos that have never been put into al-
bums and/or labeled and organize them. - Learn More  

 
2. Review Your Family Tree for Sources 

A good, professional family tree needs sources. You need 
to source every event to make sure there is proof it is correct. 
September is a perfect time to review your tree and add 
sources where you find them missing.  

 
3. Send for New Vital Records

Chances are you’ve come across some new ancestors for 
whom you don’t have vital records yet, or have ancestors for 
whom you’ve never obtained vital records. See if any of them 
have birth, death, or marriage records online, and if they 
don’t, send away for them at the appropriate state or county 
vital records offices.
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4. Interview Older Relatives 

If your children are too young to take with you to inter-
view older relatives without getting bored and interrupting 
you, this is the perfect time to do it, now that the kids are 
back in school. - Learn More  

 
5. Start Work on a New Line 

Fall is the perfect time to begin research on a new line of 
your family tree, or give attention to a long neglected one. 
Chances are, you have plenty of choices in this regard, and it 
is always exciting to begin discovering new ancestors.  

 
6. Go to the Cemeteries Where Your Ancestors 

are Located 

Now that the weather is getting cooler, it is a perfect time 
to do some outdoor genealogy work. This means going to the 
cemeteries where your ancestors are buried and getting pho-
tos of their headstones. You can also write down transcrip-
tions of what is inscribed on the stones. If some ancestors do 
not have headstones, use the local cemetery office or archives 
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to get a map and find their location and get a photo of it to in-
clude in your family research files.

 
7. Clean Up Cemeteries 

This is another good outdoor genealogical project that 
benefits everyone. If you know of any old cemeteries with no 
obvious entity keeping them up, September is a perfect time 
to go there and mow, pull up weeds, clear out litter of both 
natural and manmade things, and make notes of any stones 
that need to be repaired. Send these notes to the city hall to 
see if stone repair is something they do.

 
8. Work on Your Memoirs 

Your own story is part of the genealogy of your family. 
You can start writing them even if you’re young. Adding to 
them every year ensures you keep them up to date. This is a 
perfect time of year to work on them.
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9. Write Your Family History 

September is also a good time to write a professional fam-
ily history of one or more lines of your family, and either self-
publish it or submit it for professional publication.

 
10. Organize Your Family Heirlooms 

With the kids at school and out-of-the-way, this is a per-
fect time to organize, label, and store or display your family 
heirlooms, for yourself and for future generations. - Learn 
More
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The advent of the internet was a game-changer for amateur 
genealogists. Now that billions of scanned documents and 
photographs are available online, it’s possible to discover in-
formation from other continents and centuries with the sim-
ple click of a button. However, it’s also easier to run into mis-

HOME IS WHERE THE RECORDS ARE: 
HOW TO MINE YOUR CLOSETS FOR 

GENEALOGICAL GEMS

13
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information and head in the wrong direction, and online re-
search is only useful for records that have actually been up-
loaded and published online.

Though the world is much smaller thanks to online tools, 
you may not need any technology at all to tap into your most 
useful resource: your own home. Remember that legitimate 
genealogy — the kind that could be useful to future genera-
tions and current distant relatives alike — is rooted in verifi-
cation. While online family trees, message boards and digital 
databases might give you valuable names and dates, only offi-
cial records, photographs and other authenticated sources 
are trustworthy enough to inspire real progress on your fam-
ily tree.

Some of the most valuable and accurate information 
about your family tree could be waiting just a few feet away. 
As you comb through your closets, attic, basement, crawl 
space and storage shed for more information about your rela-
tives, keep an eye out for these authentic genealogy gems:
 

• Diplomas & Certificates 
 
Even in the internet age, everyone holds onto physical cop-
ies of certain documents and identification cards. You 
probably know the exact locations of your birth certificate, 
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social security card, marriage certificate, driver’s license, 
passport, college diploma and other important paperwork. 
Fortunately, it’s a safe bet that your relatives did too, espe-
cially those who were still alive in recent decades. If you 
have any boxes or old furniture that belonged to your grand-
parents, great-grandparents or distant relatives, check 
them thoroughly for stacks of old files, framed documents, 
laminated cards and other official paperwork. Report cards 
and certificates may contain signatures of other family 
members, while wills, diplomas and ID cards may contain 
dates and locations that help you piece together the time-
lines of your relatives’ lives.  
 

• Jewelry 
 
Did you inherit jewelry from a grandparent or pick out 
some favorite pieces after a relative’s death? Make sure you 
look closely at each piece. Bracelets, lockets and rings may 
have tiny engraved names or dates on them, and local jewel-
ers may be able to help you find and make sense of other 
clues. For example, signet rings and charm bracelets may 
have symbols that look like simple artwork to you, but they 
actually might indicate membership in a special club, atten-
dance at a certain school, or another detail that paints a 
clearer picture of your family member’s life. Jewelers may 
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also recognize serial numbers and other unique details that 
help you narrow down the name of the original owner.  
 

 • Furniture 
 
If you’ve ever been to an antique store, you know that furni-
ture is often treasured for many generations. Your hand-me-
down furniture may be older than you realize, and it might 
also contain actual clues if you look at it closely enough. 
Check inside and underneath desk drawers; look for dates on 
the bottoms of chairs and tables; and, of course, make sure 
you thoroughly check the insides of any chests, trunks and 
other furniture pieces that were designed to contain keep-
sakes.

 

 • Correspondence 
 
Unless your attic is full of hoarded junk mail, it’s likely that 
saved pieces of correspondence will have some value for your 
research. (In fact, even junk mail could be useful if it con-
tains forgotten addresses or aliases.) Collect any old letters, 
postcards, telegrams, faxes or even printed emails that you 
find in your family’s archives and comb through them for 
names and other details that you don’t already know. Some 
old letters may seem useless now, but they were probably 
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saved for a reason; make sure you digitize what you find and 
consult other family members about any names you don’t rec-
ognize. And if any of the correspondence you find still has 
the original stamp, you’re in luck. The post office dates enve-
lopes and postcards as they sort and send out mail, and even 
if these stamps are incomplete or faded, they could lead to 
specific years or towns for further research. For example, if 
your mysterious great-aunt received a birthday card from her 
college friend, the friend may have sent it from the town in 
which they attended school. 
 
 

 • Family Photographs 
 
Before we carried high-resolution cameras in our pockets, 
most families had only a few physical copies (if that) of pho-
tos. Because these copies were precious, every photo you find 
is a precious tool for your research — especially the profes-
sional portraits and well-timed candids that made the cut 
and landed in scrapbooks or frames. Ask relatives to help 
identify anyone you don’t recognize, scan and upload the pho-
tos for backup and research purposes, and, most impor-
tantly, take any framed photos out of the frames and check 
the backs.Whether you’re researching your own childhood or 
your great-great-grandmother’s siblings, assume that every 
photo could have a family member’s handwriting on it. Look 
closely at those scribbles on the corners and backs of your 
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framed photographs and keep track of the illegible scripts, be-
cause they might make more sense as you discover more 
names or familiarize yourself with someone’s handwriting. 
Pay attention to date stamps on more recent photos, too, but 
don’t assume they’re always accurate. 
 
 

 • People  
 
That’s right; your best sources aren’t always files or photos, 
but the living and breathing members of the family tree it-
self. If any older relatives live with or near you, ask them 
about any records you find and make sure you pay attention 
to every story they tell. Memory isn’t 100 percent accurate, 
but your great-uncle’s anecdotes could contain names, dates 
or places that point you in a new direction for your own re-
search. Your relatives may also be able to fill in the blanks for 
incomplete dates and identify people in photos.
 
Most importantly, learning more about your relatives’ 

lives will deepen your familial bond and ensure that their 
unique sacrifices and strengths are never forgotten. Don’t ig-
nore any details as you take notes about the stories they 
share. Even if something can’t be entered into a search en-
gine, the color of a house or the name of a favorite song could 
help you determine timelines or locations later. Additionally, 
these details will always give you a better sense of their pas-
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sions and experiences. Of course, it’s important to be respect-
ful of each family member’s boundaries and feelings if you 
plan to ask leading questions about their past. Ask permis-
sion before taking notes — or before recording or filming oral 
history interviews — and thank them for enriching your life 
and research with their history.

Don’t forget to check Bibles and other books for inscrip-
tions, which may range from faded pencil signatures and gift 
messages to actual baptism dates and names. And if previous 
generations lived in your home before you, even the house it-
self may contain the clues you need. Inspect closets, crawl 
spaces and other unfinished or out-of-sight spaces for writ-
ing on the walls and doors. Good luck with your journey 
through your family history!
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It won’t do you any good to research your family history if 
you can’t remember what you found. Taking notes in geneal-
ogy is a must, not only for recording  important information, 
but also for transcribing it onto a more permanent record re-
pository, such as genealogy software. However, you can’t just 

GENEALOGY NOTES: WHY YOU NEED 
THEM AND HOW TO TAKE THEM THE 

RIGHT WAY
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copy down any information you find in any old way. No mat-
ter how good you are at interpreting your own handwriting, 
shorthand, and scribblings in the margins, you need to take a 
more measured approach to notes in genealogy. You don’t 
want to get home with those notes and find you don’t under-
stand what you wrote, and/or can’t figure out what piece of 
information goes with other tidbits you wrote down on the 
page.

Here is why you need to take careful notes in genealogy 
research, and how to take them. 

 

Why You Need to Take Notes 

Other than the obvious reasons given above of getting in-
formation from one repository to another, you have also got 
to consider the size of your genealogy collection. While it 
may start out small, the longer you do it, the more informa-
tion you will bring in to add to it. You may have an excellent 
memory, but there will come a time when all the names, 
dates, places, and stories you’ve come across in your research 
will become too much for your mind to hold. Some impor-
tant pieces will fall through the cracks, being lost once again 
to the shadows of time, until and unless (a big IF) some 
other, future researcher from your family re-discovers them.
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This means you have to write down everything you find, 
be it by hand or by typing into a phone, laptop, or tablet. You 
should always have something with you that you can use to 
record information on when you’re “in the field” doing gene-
alogy research. You won’t always be doing research on the 
computer, where documents and stories are easily saved. 
When you’re in the trenches of genealogy, where no one has 
gone before, or in centuries, you need to take notes. You’ll re-
gret it later if you don’t. This is a mistake too many other be-
ginning genealogists have made. Don’t you make it, too. Start 
out your research with better habits, and your family history 
work will shine.
 

How to Take Genealogy Notes the Right Way
 
Do Not Use Your Own, Unique Shorthand 

No matter how well you think you know it, it can’t be re-
lied on when you get home to transcribe it. If you never get a 
chance to transcribe it, other researchers who come across it 
may not be able to interpret what you were writing. Make it 
easy on yourself and researchers who mat use your notes 
later, and only use common, standard abbreviations for 
things in your notes.
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Include Your Sources 

This is a hugely important thing, and one many begin-
ning genealogists neglect. Then, when they are more experi-
enced, they have to go back and re-do a lot of their early 
work to get the sources. Save yourself time and hassle later 
by recording all of your sources now, as you find them. You’ll 
need to record the name and location of each source, as well 
as the date you checked it. This will prove your work to other 
genealogists, leave a trail for them to follow, and let you 
know what you’ve already examined so you don’t repeat your 
research unnecessarily. Don’t just limit your sources to your 
notes, either… be sure to transcribe them into the sources 
field on any genealogy software you use, and also use them in 
blogs and books you publish. Wherever you record any infor-
mation in genealogy, the source should always accompany it.

 
Use Your Best, Clearest Writing 

Whether you are writing in cursive or print, use your best 
writing. This won’t be so much of a problem if you are typing 
into an electronic format, but if you are hand-writing some-
thing, write it clearly. You want to be able to read your own 
writing later, as well as make it easy for future researchers to 
interpret and read what you wrote.
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Be Clear With Dates 

Even though there are common abbreviations for the 
months, it’s still best to write the whole name of the month 
in question. And pay extra special attention to years. If you 
record 91 as a year, you may not remember later if it was 
1791, 1891, 1991, or a 91 in some other century… and those 
reading your notes won’t know it, either. As far as the format 
for recording a date, genealogists who have been doing it for 
a long time, or who do it professionally, usually use the day/
month/year format. However, you can use month/day/year 
if you prefer it, and it is still perfectly acceptable in your 
notes. As long as you record the month and year in a way 
that they are absolutely clear to you and anyone reading your 
notes, your preferred format is fine.  

 
Record Everything Exactly as it’s Written in the 

Original Source 

It is tempting to change information that you think is 
mis-spelled, non-sensical, or otherwise incorrect when tak-
ing notes. Don’t do it. People centuries before us often had 
different ways of writing things, and there was no uniform 
way of spelling in the English language until the early 1800’s. 
Also, things you think don’t make sense or are wrong may ac-
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tually be true, and will make sense when you research the 
time period. Record everything exactly as it is, and interpret 
it later when you get home. If corrections need to be made, 
you can determine it after you look more deeply into the ma-
terial, and compare it to your other information.  

 
Always Record a Person’s Entire Name 

Don’t use initials to describe someone in your notes if 
you know their actual name… you may not remember the 
name later. And, always record a woman’s maiden name. 
They are notoriously difficult to find before the 20th century, 
so don’t neglect it. Those maiden names are important for 
tracing new branches of your family.
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If you’ve been to any family gathering, picnic, or potluck in 
the United States, you have probably eaten, or at least seen, a 
deviled egg. The deviled egg is almost a cultural icon for inti-
mate parties in this country. However, as American as they 
may seem, they did not originate here, and they exist in other 

GENEFOODS: THE SINFULLY DELICIOUS 
HISTORY OF DEVILED EGGS

15
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varieties in different nations. As an example, these tasty 
treats are referred to as deviled eggs in the UK, and as 
dressed eggs, eggs mimosa, stuffed eggs, and angel eggs in 
other parts of the world. They may also contain different in-
gredients than the familiar U.S. version. However, it all 
starts with one good egg.

The U.S. version of deviled eggs is probably the one you 
know best, and you would recognize it anywhere. It is a 
boiled, shelled egg, cut in half, with the yolk scooped out. 
The yolk is then mashed up into a paste and mixed with 
other ingredients for flavor, usually mayonnaise, mustard, 
and pickle relish, and put back into the hollowed-out por-
tions of the egg. Sometimes, the mashed yolks are dusted 
with paprika. The dish is usually served cold, on a platter, 
with other boiled, halved eggs fixed up in the same way. 
Most often, they are an appetizer or side dish, and are a clas-
sic party food.

The deviled egg became popular at picnics and parties in 
the United States after WWII. However, there are references 
to eggs prepared in similar ways going all the way back to an-
cient Rome. The ancient Romans actually began the deviled 
egg tradition, though it has changed much over the centuries. 
In Rome, thousands of years ago, eggs were boiled, then 
slathered with spicy sauces of varying kinds; they were 
served as an appetizer at the beginning of a meal, usually at 
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the home of wealthy citizens who could afford the eggs and 
the cooks to prepare them. There is even a reference to dev-
iled eggs in their primitive form in an ancient work of fiction 
called “Satyricon.” In this book, a wealthy Roman citizen 
throws a banquet where the meat of songbirds is marinated 
in peppered egg yolk and stuffed into the white part of boiled 
peahen eggs.

The taste for stuffed eggs didn’t disappear with ancient 
Rome. They probably continued to be eaten for centuries af-
ter the fall of the empire. However, they re-enter the written 
historical record in the 1200’s in Andalusia, which is now 
modern-day Spain. A cookbook exists from this time that in-
cludes a recipe for mashed boiled egg yolks mixed with cilan-
tro, coriander, onion juice, pepper, and fermented barley or 
fish sauce. This mixture was then stuffed into the two halves 
of a hollowed-out boiled egg white, and the two stuffed 
halves were put back together and held in place with a stick 
(essentially the prototype of the toothpick).

By the 1400’s, different varieties of stuffed eggs were 
popular all over Europe. Medieval cookbooks are full of reci-
pes for stuffed, boiled eggs. Usually, they were stuffed as we 
know them today, inside hollowed out egg whites, though the 
stuffings were different; sometimes, they were topped with 
sauces or powdered sugar. These medieval deviled eggs may 
have contained cheese, herbs, raisins, and flavored oils. 
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Sometimes they were fried after they were stuffed, while 
other times they were not. The medieval version of the dev-
iled egg was served hot, unlike the cold dish we know and 
love today.

The precursor to the modern deviled egg began to appear 
in American cookbooks in the mid-1800’s. The term “dev-
iled” was a British one that began being used in 1786 to refer 
to dishes that included foods with very hot or spicy ingredi-
ents, or that were boiled or fried. The Americans appropri-
ated it in the 1800’s as a term for making foods spicy. The 
original deviled eggs in the United States were spicy things, 
and the name stuck. However, some churches today do not 
like to use anything with a reference to the word “devil” in it, 
and so use “stuffed eggs,” “dressed eggs,” or “salad eggs” 
when they are served at church functions. This is especially 
true with the Mormon church.

The first suggestion for the use of mayonnaise in deviled 
eggs was in the 1896 version of the Boston Cooking School 
Cookbook. In this early recipe, the mayonnaise was recom-
mended as a binding agent for the other ingredients that 
would go in the yolk. Until 1907, mayonnaise was made at 
home; it was only after that it became available in stores as a 
pre-made item. Even with the commercial availability of may-
onnaise, it did not become part of the “classic” American dev-
iled egg recipe until the 1940’s. It is now virtually unheard of 
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to have a deviled egg without mayonnaise, unless you’re eat-
ing one made by a gourmet chef who likes to experiment. Res-
taurants have been known to replace the mayonnaise with 
things like kimchi, crab meat, wasabi, bacon, and even caviar 
in some places, in order to put their own unique touch on the 
classic dish.

It is interesting that while the recipe for “classic” Ameri-
can deviled eggs has remained virtually unchanged since the 
1940’s, you will still usually taste distinct variations in them, 
depending on which family makes the eggs. If you eat at a lot 
of family gatherings for different branches of your family, 
and those of your friends, you may even get to where you can 
identify a family instantly on tasting their deviled eggs.

This interesting variation among such small groups is be-
cause each family usually puts their own spin on the deviled 
egg a couple of generations ago, when the modern version 
first became popular. In addition to the regular mayonnaise, 
mustard, dill pickle relish, and paprika, you will find a lot of 
other ingredients added to the mix, depending on where you 
eat your eggs. Things like tartar and Worcestershire sauces, 
salt, pepper, chile peppers, green olives, vinegar, pimento, 
minced onion, capers, and sour cream are all commonly used 
variations in deviled eggs across the United States.
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However you like your deviled eggs, it has probably been 
the way your family has made the dish since the 1940’s. In a 
way, deviled eggs can tell you something about your family 
history. That just makes them even more special. So go 
ahead and enjoy the version you like best… you’re in good an-
cestral company.
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It is now well known in the genealogical world that the long-
missing remains of Richard III, king of England from 1483-
1485, were discovered underneath a parking lot in the United 
Kingdom a few years ago. While the appearance and condi-
tion of the skeleton would have provided enough anecdotal 

Y-DNA AND THE ENIGMA 
OF RICHARD III

16
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evidence consistent with contemporary accounts of his ap-
pearance and the battle that killed him to identify it as Rich-
ard, it was the mtDNA that gave researchers a definitive iden-
tification of this infamous king.

The mtDNA used to identify Richard comes from the 
mother’s side of the family, and is passed down to daughters 
and sons. However, only daughters can pass it on to their 
children; sons cannot. Researchers who unearthed the skele-
ton and did the tests necessary to identify it included geneal-
ogy in their methods; to identify Richard based on his 
mtDNA, they needed a direct-line female descendant of his 
mother, Cecily Neville. Cecily had many children… thirteen 
or even fourteen by some accounts. Only two of them out-
lived her.

Genealogical researchers looked at the lines of descent of 
all of Cecily’s daughters who were known to have had their 
own children, and kept looking for daughters who had daugh-
ters. All of these daughters would have the same mtDNA as 
Richard, as they would have inherited it from Cecily, just as 
Richard did. Eventually, one of Richard’s sisters, Anne of 
York, was discovered to have a direct female line of descent 
extending into the present day. Members of two different 
lines of Anne’s descendants gave DNA samples, and their 
mtDNA matched the mtDNA in the skeleton presumed to be 
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Richard. It was even an uncommon mtDNA type, making the 
identification that much more sure.

While the mtDNA provided the definitive identification 
of Richard, there was still another type of DNA to explore. 
That was Richard’s Y-DNA. Y-DNA is a paternal DNA. It is 
only passed down from fathers to sons. Daughters do not in-
herit Y-DNA at all. Using Y-DNA, you can trace a line of men 
far into the past, and right up into the present. While re-
searchers did not need Richard’s Y-DNA to identify him, they 
had a curiosity about his male line DNA and where it would 
lead them. What would it tell them about his male ancestry, 
and descendants on the male side of his family?

While Richard left no known male descendants himself… 
his only legitimate male heir died at around 10 or 11 years 
old, and his known illegitimate sons did not leave any known 
children… there was still Y-DNA to be had that should match 
Richard’s. It wouldn’t come from his brothers, either. His 
brother Edmund was killed at 17, before he could have chil-
dren of his own. His brother George left a son and daughter, 
but only the daughter left descendants. His brother Edward, 
who was king of England before Richard as Edward IV, had 
three sons, but none left descendants, either (in fact, two of 
Edward’s sons were the infamous Princes in the Tower, who 
disappeared shortly after Edward died, giving Richard the op-
portunity to become king).
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So, where did the Y-DNA used to compare to Richard 
come from? It came from his father’s uncles. They had the 
same male line heritage as Richard, and the Y-DNA of their 
male descendants should match Richard’s perfectly.

Except, it didn’t.

Researchers discovered two breaks in the Y-DNA of Rich-
ard’s male line. While they were able to get a sample of Y-
DNA directly from Richard’s skeleton, it did not match up 
where it should on the DNA samples they tested, using five 
living male descendants of King Edward III, who was Rich-
ard’s direct male line 3rd great-grandfather. The Y-DNA of 
one of the living men did not match those of the others. 
When a sixth man came forward with a solid family tree link-
ing him to Richard’s male line, his Y-DNA was different from 
both Richard’s as well as the man in the first group whose Y-
DNA didn’t match the others. This means the male line was 
broken by affairs twice.

This was an interesting development. Other studies of his-
torical rates of illegitimacy showed that the father was actu-
ally the real father far more often than was usually assumed. 
Women in the past had to be very careful if they had an af-
fair. They and/or their lover could be killed for it in some 
times and cultures. Even if they were allowed to live, the man 
would often suffer some kind of mutilation as penance (or at 
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least pay a heavy fine), and the woman would be sent to a 
nunnery. If the errant lovers were of the noble class, and es-
pecially if the woman was, it was an even more severe mat-
ter. Men needed to know their heirs were really their heirs, 
and the question of paternity had to be secure.

Women did not have much opportunity to actually get 
out and mess around for much of human history.

However, human nature being what it is, and much the 
same over the centuries, there were times when love did con-
quer all, and women and their lovers found ways of being to-
gether, not getting caught, and actually successfully passing 
any resulting children off as that of the husband. These se-
crets were so successfully kept that we would never know the 
truth were it not for Y-DNA.

What researchers do not yet know is whether these 
breaks occurred before Richard’s birth, or after (or one of 
each). The implications of this are intriguing. If one or both 
of the Y-DNA breaks happened before Richard was born, it 
might put his royal status into question. Richard’s entire fam-
ily based their claim to the throne of England… the claim 
that would lead to the Wars of the Roses… on their supposed 
descendancy from an elder son of Edward III (whereas, the 
king at the time the war started was a descendant of a 
younger son of Edward III). What if Richard, his brother, 
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and his father had no biological claim to the throne at all? 
The Wars of the Roses would have been for naught, and even 
the Tudors and the Stuarts who came after them would have 
had no biological claim to the throne.

There is also the possibility, being that he was Richard’s 
cousin, that the King Henry VI he and his brothers overthrew 
might not have been a legitimate heir, either.

Furthermore, would it call the claim of the current royal 
family into question? They are direct descendants of Rich-
ard’s niece, Elizabeth of York (his brother Edward IV’s daugh-
ter). If Elizabeth had no claim to the throne, would that 
mean the current Elizabeth II doesn’t, either? Much genea-
logical work would have to be done to determine it, as the 
current royal family claims descent from more than one royal 
family line. It would involve testing other royal skeletons 
from times past, which is something Elizabeth II has been un-
willing to allow to be done just for historical curiosity’s sake. 
Maybe future kings and queens of England will allow it.

If the break in the Y-DNA came after Richard, then his le-
gitimacy for the throne and that of the current royal family is 
safe. However, it does call into question the legitimacy of the 
current.

Learn More from the University of Leicester.
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Are you looking for some excellent genealogy projects to 
keep you busy and building your family tree in October? 
Here are six of them you definitely must do.

 

6 “MUST-DO” GENEALOGY 
PROJECTS FOR OCTOBER

17
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1. Do Some Cemetery Research in the Field 

In some parts of the country, it is too hot to go outside 
and do cemetery research until around this time of year. If 
the weather is just starting to cool off for you, take some time 
to do that field research you’ve been meaning to get to.

 
2. Go to a New Archive or Genealogy Library 

If you live in an area of the country where it is too cold to 
go out into the field in October, go to a new archives building 
or genealogy library instead. Make sure it’s one you’ve been 
meaning to go to, and enjoy some warm, toasty research in-
side.

 
3. Write Another Chapter on Your Family His-

tory 

When you’re working on a family history book, it can 
sometimes be difficult to find time to write in our busy lives. 
Try taking a month to write a chapter. Use this month to add 
one more chapter to the book.
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4. Try Some Traditional Fall Family Recipes 

Our ancestors ate seasonal foods, since shipping long dis-
tances wasn’t widely available. Find some recipes using sea-
sonal foods from your ancestors’ time periods, and include 
one or two with your meals several times a week this month.
 

5. Make Fall Photo Collages 

Gather pictures of your current family and/or ancestors 
in fall settings and make collages out of them. Frame the col-
lages and put them on your walls for festive, seasonal genea-
logical decorations.

 
6. Visit Genealogically Significant Museums 

With the weather getting cooler, now is the perfect time 
to get indoors and visit local museums with collections that 
are significant to your family history. Bring the kids to teach 
them more about the family history in a way they will enjoy.
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Bonus Projects 

7. Halloween Photo Album  

If you have any photos of you, your immediate family, 
and/or your ancestors in Halloween costumes, you should 
put together a special Halloween genealogy photo album us-
ing them. Make sure to use archival safe albums and label all 
of the photos with an archival safe pen. Make copies and give 
them out as Halloween gifts. 

 
8. Ancestor Halloween Costumes 

If you have photos of your ancestors, you can make Hal-
loween costumes of them. Give a costume to each close fam-
ily member and throw a genealogy-themed Halloween party. 
Make food your selected ancestors would have eaten and 
serve it at the party for an extra bit of genealogical flavor.
 

9. Interview Your Older Relatives About Hallow-
een Costumes 

If you’ve interviewed your older relatives for genealogical 
information, but did not ask about Halloween customs they 
and their families celebrated when they were children, now is 
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a perfect time to go back and ask them, and add that valuable 
family and historical information to your research narrative.

  

10. Celebrate All Hallow’s Eve 

Traditionally, Halloween was a holiday to honor the de-
ceased ancestors in your family. Bring back some of Hallow-
een’s original flavor from the days when it was called All Hal-
low’s Eve, and go visit the graves of your ancestors at the 
cemeteries near you. If you can’t get to a cemetery where 
your ancestors are buried, have a celebration at home where 
you light candles for each ancestor you’re honoring, and talk 
about what you know about these people with your close fam-
ily members who are attending.
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The Biltmore Estate is a very popular tourist attraction in 
Asheville, North Carolina. In fact, while Asheville is known 
for many wonderful things, it is perhaps best known for this 
unique American estate.

THE BILTMORE: A BEAUTIFUL 
PIECE OF AMERICAN HISTORY

18
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The Biltmore encompasses 8,000 acres with a 178,926 
square foot Chateauesque-style mansion. Built by George 
Washington Vanderbilt II over a period of six years spanning 
1889 to 1895, it is still a privately owned house today. It also 
holds the distinction of being the largest privately owned 
house in the United States. Even more remarkable for an es-
tate of this size, history, and value, it is still in the Vanderbilt 
family, being currently owned by a descendant of George 
Washington Vanderbilt II. It is considered a remarkable ar-
chitectural example of America’s Gilded Age.

Vanderbilt was the youngest son of William Henry Van-
derbilt and Maria Louisa Kissam. As a young man, he began 
making regular visits to Asheville with his mother, and fell in 
love with the region, as so many others do. The scenery in 
the Asheville area is gorgeous year round, and the tempera-
ture is always pleasing because the city is in a picturesque val-
ley. It rarely gets too hot or too cold, regardless of what tem-
peratures the surrounding towns are experiencing.

Young Vanderbilt loved the area so much, he decided to 
build a summer estate for himself there. His elder siblings 
had already built their own summer estates up and down the 
eastern United States; this one was to be George’s special re-
treat of his own, and he referred to it as his “little mountain 
escape.” However, the estate was, and is, anything but little. 
Vanderbilt chose the name “Biltmore” for his estate, because 
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the word “Bildt” (which he Anglicized to Bilt) was where his 
father’s ancestors came from in the Netherlands, and be-
cause “More” was the Old English word for open, rolling hills 
(which perfectly described the terrain of the region).

Because the estate was so big, it required enormous re-
sources to build it to Vanderbilt’s specifications. The con-
struction crew actually had to build a saw mill, a woodwork-
ing shop, and a kiln for making bricks on site. The brick kiln 
produced more than 32,000 bricks a day during the six-year 
construction period. Getting other materials to the site re-
quired adding three miles worth of railroad tracks leading to 
the estate. During the period the estate was being con-
structed, over 1,000 construction workers and 60 stone ma-
sons worked on the project.

Vanderbilt spared no expense when it came to decorating 
his estate, either. While it was being built, he traveled all 
over Europe just to buy things to use to decorate his new 
mountain getaway. The things he purchased included valu-
able antiques dating back to the 1400’s and up to the 1800’s. 
There were very few American-made items in the house; the 
ones that were made in this country were mainly pieces of 
furniture made out of native trees, as well as a few bronze 
and wicker items.
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The Biltmore was officially opened on Christmas Eve in 
1895. George Vanderbilt invited his friends and family from 
all around the country to come visit it and enjoy its pleas-
ures. Over the years, the Biltmore proved to be a popular des-
tination among George’s many friends and acquaintances. As 
a member of the upper echelon of society, he had connec-
tions with the nation’s elite; some of the people who visited 
and stayed at the Biltmore are still well-known today. These 
guests included author Edith Wharton, ambassador Joseph 
Choate, novelist Henry James, and three U.S. presidents… 
Theodore Roosevelt, William McKinley, and Woodrow Wil-
son.

George married Edith Stuyvesant Dresser in 1898. Their 
only child, a daughter named Cornelia, was born at the Bilt-
more in 1900 and grew up there. In the early 1900’s, the new 
income tax made managing such a large estate economically 
tougher than it once was. Because of this, George Vanderbilt 
sold 87,000 acres of the estate’s lands to the federal govern-
ment. The sale was made with the promise that the land 
would be unaltered, and it became the center of the Pisgah 
National Forest.

After George died in 1914 following complications from 
an appendectomy, his widow lived at the estate part-time. 
When she was in residence, she occupied an apartment made 
from the original Bachelor’s Wing. She continued to do this 
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until the marriage of her daughter, Cornelia Vanderbilt, to 
John Francis Amherst Cecil in April of 1924. Cornelia and 
her husband had two sons together, who were both born at 
the Biltmore, in the same room in which Cornelia herself was 
born.

Cornelia and her husband, who inherited the Biltmore 
from her mother, opened the estate to the public in March 
1930 in order to strengthen the estate’s financial situation at 
the beginning of the Great Depression. However, this deci-
sion was not made alone. The City of Asheville requested Cor-
nelia and her husband to do this in order to attract more visi-
tors to the area and improve the city’s finances. It was a win-
win situation for both parties.

During WWII, the Biltmore was closed to the public once 
again. While the war was going on, many important paint-
ings and sculptures were moved from Washington, D.C.’s Na-
tional Gallery of Art to the Biltmore, in hopes of protecting 
them against an invasion of foreign troops on American soil. 
The famous Gilbert Stuart portrait of George Washington 
was one of the national treasures stored at the Biltmore until 
it was safe for them to be returned to Washington, D.C.

Cornelia Vanderbilt Cecil and her husband eventually di-
vorced, and Cornelia, though the daughter of the original 
owner, left the Biltmore and never returned to it. Her ex-
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husband remained living there for the rest of his life, occupy-
ing the Bachelor’s Wing until his death in 1954. Cornelia and 
John Cecil’s eldest son, George Henry Vanderbilt Cecil, also 
lived in the Bachelor’s Wing of the estate until 1956. After 
that, the Vanderbilt descendants stopped occupying the man-
sion as a family home, and turned it into a historic house mu-
seum. As the years went on, more areas of the house were 
opened to touring by the public.

Cornelia’s second son with John Cecil, William A.V. Ce-
cil, Sr. joined his elder brother in managing the estate in 
1960, and together, they made it a profitable and self-
sustaining estate, which was the original vision their grandfa-
ther, George Vanderbilt, had when he commissioned its con-
struction. William A.V. Cecil, Sr. inherited the Biltmore when 
Cornelia died in 1976. His elder brother, George, inherited 
the dairy farm attached to the estate. The dairy farm was the 
more profitable enterprise, and it was spun off into Biltmore 
Farms. During the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Bilt-
more in 1995, William A.V. Cecil, Sr. gave control of the Bilt-
more to his son, William A.V. Cecil, Jr.

Of course, the nation knew about the wonders of the Bilt-
more long before it was turned into a business. It was de-
clared a National Historic Landmark in 1964. Today, it is one 
of western North Carolina’s most popular tourist attractions, 
with more than a million visitors every year. That is an excel-
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lent legacy for any family, and the people of the United 
States are continuing to enjoy the vivid vision George Vander-
bilt brought to glittering life.
 

Learn More:

A Beautiful Piece of American History You Must See in 
Person if You Can 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You need to know where your ancestors were born. This in-
formation lets you know a lot about what their early life must 
have been like, and gives you a place to start looking for their 
parents, grandparents, and other generations before them. 
While it is not always possible to locate the place of birth, 

HOW TO RESEARCH THE BIRTH-
PLACES OF YOUR ANCESTORS

19
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every attempt should be made, in order to create a more accu-
rate, richer, more detailed, and interesting family history.

If you are looking for the birthplace of an ancestor, here 
are the top places you should try searching.

 
Personal Family Items 

Things like scrapbooks, photos, diaries, and family Bibles 
can all be potential sources of a birthplace. Whether it is writ-
ten on the back of a photo, in the notes on a scrapbook, the 
pages of a diary entry, or in a more formal manner in a Bible, 
these personal family items may be the ONLY places you will 
find an ancestor’s place of birth mentioned, especially if it is 
an ancestor from a century or two ago, and they were born in 
a place that did not keep good vital records, or where those 
records were destroyed. If you have any of these items, be 
sure to go through them thoroughly, so you don’t miss any-
thing important, such as a casual mention of where an ances-
tor was born.

I visited a previously unknown cousin I met online once, 
and she had an old family Bible as well as a family scrap-
book, all full of photos and other interesting things about a 
branch of the family I had little information on at the time. 
In the upper left corner of the inside cover of the scrapbook, 
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someone wrote in a particularly mysterious ancestor’s place 
of birth. Since it was nowhere near where he lived, or where I 
knew his parents to have lived, I thought it must be a mis-
take. It was only about four years later, when I was going 
through town vital records in Massachusetts online that I 
came across the birth record for that ancestor… right in the 
town the scrapbook indicated. It seems his parents lived 
there briefly jus before and after he was born.

Always look for verification of anything you find in family 
items. However, if you can’t find verification, the chances of 
it being right are probably high, especially if it was written by 
someone with first-hand knowledge.
 
Vital Records 

Birth, death, and marriage records can be good sources 
of birthplace information. While a birth certificate is a pri-
mary record, created at the time of the birth, and most likely 
of all the vital records to be correct, they aren’t always avail-
able. Some places didn’t record births until well into the 20th 
century. Other places won’t release birth records to anyone 
but the parent and/or the person named in the record until a 
certain amount of time has passed, usually 75 to 1001 years.

If you aren’t able to locate a birth certificate, a death re-
cord is your next best bet. Modern death certificates usually 
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include the place of birth of the deceased. Some old town vi-
tal records from the 18th and 19th centuries also list the birth 
place on such things.

You might be able to get a birth place off of a marriage re-
cord in town vital records, too, particularly towns in New 
England. New England is notorious for being a place for me-
ticulous record keeping on all vital events going back to the 
1600’s.

 
Newspapers 

Old newspapers are perfect for finding birth announce-
ments. If you don’t know where to look for a birth announce-
ment, you can look up an obituary in old newspaper records, 
too. The obituary will often give the place of birth of the de-
ceased, and you can then go to newspapers from the place of 
birth, and look for a birth announcement. These announce-
ments are still made in newspapers today, so it is something 
that has been in vogue for a while. You will find birth an-
nouncements going back to the 18th century in most Ameri-
can newspapers.
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Census Records 

Beginning with thee 1850 U.S. Federal Census, birth-
places were listed for those who were enumerated. Typically, 
it was just the state, or the country, if the person was not 
born in the United States. However, this can be important in-
formation that shows you where else you should be looking if 
you didn’t know the birthplace at all.

Subsequent census records, beginning in 1880, also 
listed the birth states or nations of the parents of those who 
were enumerated. This can open up new avenues of research 
into earlier generations for you. Birthplaces in census re-
cords are often incorrect, especially when it pertains to the 
parents, but it is worth looking into and checking. You never 
know when you will come across correct census information 
that will lead you to a birth record elsewhere. – Learn More 

 
Military Records 

Whether it is the actual record of someone’s military serv-
ice, or their pension application (or the pension application a 
family member filed on their behalf), there are ample oppor-
tunities for birthplaces to be listed. In fact, birthplaces often 
had to be proven to obtain a pension, so either a record of 
the birth, or one or more sworn affidavits from people who 
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knew the applicant, will be included to give the pension 
board the proof they needed to grant the request. Because 
birthplaces are often proven in these records, they are typi-
cally trustworthy.

Church Records 

There are reams of compiled church records from around 
the world held by the Jesus Christ Church of Latter-Day 
Saints (aka the Mormons). You may find your ancestor’s 
birth or baptism (the next best thing) record among those re-
cords. Just go to your local Latter-Day Saints family history 
center, look up your ancestor’s name in their index, and or-
der any microfilm where you see their name included. The 
microfilm will be sent to your local center for you to view. 
You can also find church records in compiled books, on web-
sites like Ancestry.com, and at the actual churches them-
selves. Quakers were particularly good at recording vital re-
cords within the church, and there are many books of Quaker 
church records available. – Learn More
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Are you missing some important genealogical information 
you just can’t seem to find? If you’ve looked in all the usual 
places, and even some unusual ones, you may be frustrated 
that you still can’t find the information you need to make 
your family tree more complete and detailed. It’s an issue 

WHY YOU SHOULD INCORPORATE 
PERIODICALS INTO YOUR GENEAL-

OGY RESEARCH

20

120

AncestralFindings.com
Sold to Paul E Hendee (#QF7HOY45)



most genealogists encounter more than once in their re-
search.

Just because you haven’t found the answer yet doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t exist somewhere. Have you looked into using 
periodicals in your research? These are an incredibly impor-
tant, but woefully underutilized tool for genealogists. If 
you’re not using periodicals, you may be missing the exact in-
formation you’re seeking.

Here’s what periodicals are, where to find them, and how 
to use them to take your genealogical research to the next 
level.

 
What are Periodicals, and Why are They Useful 

in Genealogical Research? 

Periodicals are publications such as magazines, journals, 
and newsletters. They can be published with whatever degree 
of frequency the person or organization who owns the peri-
odical deems suitable. Weekly, monthly, quarterly, twice-
yearly, and annually are all common publication frequencies 
for periodicals.

Many genealogical and historical organizations publish 
them, and this makes them valuable genealogy research re-
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sources. They have indexes and abstracts for all kinds of local 
and regional records, many of which contain information 
that is not available elsewhere. You might find such things as 
marriage records, local newspaper extracts, lists of naturaliza-
tion records and homestead applications, births, baptisms, 
biographies of local and regional notable people, and more. 
Because the periodicals are published on a regular basis, they 
provide an ongoing stream of new genealogical information. 
By checking them whenever a new issue comes out, or going 
back through old issues, you may just find the exact piece of 
information you seek. You may also find more detailed infor-
mation you weren’t even looking for, but that enriches your 
family history narrative beautifully.

Different periodicals publish different types of informa-
tion, as well. It pays to become familiar with the national peri-
odicals, as well as the ones in your local area, or the areas or 
regions in which your ancestors lived. This will give you an 
idea of what publications will be most useful to you.

Some, like the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register, for example, mainly publish new genealogies, or 
correct previously published ones from other sources when 
new information on that family becomes available. Others fo-
cus on different types of genealogical research methodology, 
and use case studies on individuals and families to demon-
strate a particular research technique. The National Genea-

122

AncestralFindings.com
Sold to Paul E Hendee (#QF7HOY45)



logical Society Quarterly does this with its periodical. Using 
the information in the case studies, you can apply it to your 
own research, and break through any brick walls that are an-
noying you. You might even get lucky and have an ancestor 
featured in one of the case studies.

You might find some periodicals that focus on how-to ar-
ticles, such as how to use certain record sets or collections. 
Others publish book reviews of newly published genealogy 
books and family histories, and some publish queries from 
readers asking if any other readers have information on an-
cestors they are studying. You can write to these people 
through the periodical to exchange information, or publish 
your own query in it.

 
Where to Find Periodicals for Genealogical Re-

search 

You generally need to be a member of the group that pub-
lishes the periodical in order to have access to new issues, 
and to archives of old ones. You can do a Google search to 
see if there is a genealogical periodical published in your area 
of research interest, and then join that society or group. If 
you don’t want to join, you can contact them using the infor-
mation you found online to inquire about their back catalog, 
and ask if someone will search it for you for a mention of 
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your ancestors. Many groups will do this for a fee, and some-
times even for free (but not all of them, so be sure to ask). If 
they find an issue with information you would find useful, 
you can sometimes buy a copy of just that issue, or you may 
be simply given the information. It all depends on the society 
that owns the periodical.

 
How to Research Periodicals 

If you have access to a back catalog of periodicals 
through membership in the organization that publishes it, 
you need to know how to properly research that catalog to 
find what you need for your genealogy. More and more or-
ganizations are making their back catalogs of periodicals 
available online, usually with searchable databases. If you 
are lucky enough to belong to such an organization, then 
your search should be easy, as you can do it by surname, or 
by first name and surname together for more accurate re-
sults, and get your results online. You can also search by loca-
tion and subject. Whatever type of search is most likely to get 
you the results you seek is the one you should do.

If the periodical doesn’t have an online index, you may 
find it does have a written, published index. You can search 
this, and then request back issues be sent to you as you re-
quire them. Other times, you will need to go to where a collec-
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tion of back issues is kept, such as the organization’s head-
quarters or a public library with a genealogy section, and 
search each issue individually. It’s worth it to take the time to 
do this if it yields the information you need to make your ge-
nealogical work shine.
 
New information is being published in periodicals all the 

time. Once you find the ones that best suit your needs, and 
have gone through their back catalogs, it is important to keep 
up with each new issue. You may not always find something 
of interest to you in each one, but you don’t want to miss the 
one issue that does have what you need. Keep an eye on peri-
odicals, and your genealogy work, as well as your skills as a 
genealogist, will be better for it.
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Henry VI was a key player in the Wars of the Roses. In fact, 
the roots of the war began a century earlier with Henry VI’s 
grandfather, Henry IV. Henry IV overthrew his cousin, Rich-
ard II, from the throne. They both shared a grandfather in 
King Edward III, each being a son of a different child of Ed-

WHO’S WHO IN THE WARS OF 
THE ROSES: HENRY VI
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ward. The root of the conflict of the war was which branch of 
the family had a better claim to the throne. While the line of 
succession passed peacefully from Henry IV to his son, 
Henry V, and to his son, Henry VI, it was during Henry VI’s 
reign that the rival branch of Edward III’s descendants came 
forward and stated they had the better claim to the throne. 
This was the beginning of the war.

Henry VI was born in 1422, the only child of King Henry 
V and his queen, Catherine of Valois. He was heir to the 
throne of England from birth, and was also born during the 
waning years of the 100 Years War between England and 
France. His father, Henry V, was a hero of that war, and is 
considered one of England’s last warrior kings. Henry V died 
of dysentery while on campaign in the 100 Years War, leav-
ing Henry VI the new king of England at only nine months 
old. Fortunately, his father had brothers, so the boy king had 
lots of powerful men to run the country for him and advise 
him during his youth.

Incidentally, Henry’s mother, Catherine of Valois, be-
came a beautiful young widow at the age of only 21, and soon 
found love again in the arms of her Welsh squire, Owen Tu-
dor, with whom she had at least three children (though some 
historians say it was as many as six). They initially had a se-
cret affair, but eventually went public with it and got mar-
ried, causing a great scandal, and the passage of a new law 
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that said any royal woman could not get married without the 
permission of the king. Catherine’s children with Owen Tu-
dor became Henry VI’s half-siblings, and Henry Tudor, who 
was the the son of his half-brother Edmund Tudor and thus 
Henry VI’s half-nephew, eventually became King Henry VII 
and began the Tudor royal empire in England.

Henry VI was also technically King of France for a short 
time as a small child, as he was the only legitimate male heir 
of his maternal grandfather, Charles VI, and France, unlike 
England, did not allow females to rule on their own. The 
throne of France was eventually given to a nephew of Charles 
in a treaty with England.

The 100 Years War went on throughout Henry VI’s child-
hood, being managed by his uncles, and finally ended in 
1453, when Henry was 31 years old. By that time, Henry had 
married his grandfather Charles’s niece, Margaret of Anjou, 
and was ruling England on his own. Henry and Margaret ne-
gotiated a lasting peace with France, with Calais being Eng-
land’s only remaining French territory, where it once had doz-
ens. The 100 Years War was over, but a new one in England 
was about to begin.

Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou were popular rulers 
when they were a young married couple, known for enjoying 
good parties and being benevolent, merciful, and generous 
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with the people of England. However, they did not conceive a 
child for their first seven years of marriage, which put the 
English people on edge, wondering if there would be an issue 
with the succession. Shortly before Margaret announced her 
pregnancy at last, Henry VI fell into what would be the first 
of his many mental health episodes, where he was either mad 
or catatonic. In this first instance, he was catatonic for more 
than a year. Margaret gave birth during this time, and Henry 
VI was not able to verbally acknowledge the boy as his son. 
According to English custom, the acknowledgement of the 
king in order to be considered legitimate. The new prince, Ed-
ward, was left in limbo for the time being.

While Henry was suffering from madness for the first 
time, Margaret tried to keep it a secret from all but their clos-
est advisors. However, Henry VI’s cousin, Richard of York, 
from a rival branch of Edward III’s family, suspected what 
was going on. Henry eventually recovered from his bout of 
madness and acknowledged his son, but he did not stay well 
long. His second bout of madness was not as easily hidden, 
and Richard of York took over the running of the kingdom 
from Margaret, who fled with her son into the countryside. 
During her absence, where she took refuge in Scotland Rich-
ard of York exacted a promise from Henry VI to name him as 
his heir, instead of Henry’s own son.
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Margaret of Anjou was a warrior queen and not one to let 
her son’s birthright be taken from him. When Henry VI was 
well again, she came back and saw to it Richard of York was 
banished from court and from the king’s council. It was only 
a temporary victory, however. Henry VI’s bouts of madness 
became more frequent, and Richard of York was at the ready 
to take control of the kingdom and the king, along with an 
army of his own to back him up. What followed was a con-
stant battle back and forth between he and Margaret of An-
jou for physical custody of the mad king Henry VI that even-
tually erupted into full war.

This was the beginning of the English civil war known as 
the Wars of the Roses (and, to contemporaries, as the Cous-
ins’ War).

Richard of York was eventually killed in one of the early 
battles of this war, and so never got to become king in name, 
though he acted as king in deed a few times. His second eld-
est son, Edmund, was killed in the same battle as him. But, 
his eldest son, Edward, succeeded shortly after Richard’s 
death in overthrowing Henry VI and proclaiming himself 
King Edward IV, getting the crown his father always wanted 
for himself, but never managed to fully grab.

Henry VI lost the crown in March 1461, and was taken to 
Scotland by his wife. However, he was captured by forces 
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loyal to Edward IV in 1465 and returned to England, where 
he was imprisoned in the Tower of London. Forces loyal to 
Henry VI, who were referred to as Lancastrians (the name of 
Henry’s branch of Edward III’s family) briefly took the crown 
back on Henry’s behalf in October of 1470, but Henry lost the 
crown again to Edward IV’s forces in April of 1471. He never 
got it back. His son was killed in the battle that put Edward 
IV on the throne for good (Edward IV’s branch of the family 
were called Yorkists), and Margaret of Anjou was captured 
and kept in the Tower of London for years, until her relatives 
in France ransomed her and obtained her freedom. She went 
back to France, where she spent the rest of her life as a poor 
relation to the French crown.

Henry VI was put back in the Tower of London when Ed-
ward IV took the throne the second time. He was killed in the 
Tower the very night Edward IV was officially restored to the 
throne. Edward IV told the people of England it was merely a 
tragic coincidence. But, most historians believe Henry VI was 
killed by Edward IV and his brothers, or by someone they 
hired.

The Wars of the Roses raged on until 1485, when Edward 
IV’s brother, King Richard III was killed on the battlefield 
and lost the throne to the last legitimate Lancastrian heir, 
Henry Tudor, who became King Henry VII. Henry VII mar-
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ried Edward IV’s daughter, Elizabeth of York, uniting the two 
warring family branches and ending the Wars of the Roses.
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Are you looking for genealogical projects to do for Novem-
ber? Consider these ten seasonal gems to get your creative ge-
nealogy energy going. You’ll have a ball.

 

10 “MUST DO” GENEALOGY 
PROJECTS FOR NOVEMBER

22
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1. Cook Up a Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner 

Choose a generation of your family in America. It could 
be any generation from the first ones who came in the 1600’s 
to the generation of your grandparents. Research what that 
generation typically ate for Thanksgiving dinner. Look at old 
cookbooks if you need to. Then, prepare a fabulous feast 
from the past for your family. Be sure to explain what genera-
tion ate the meal and why each dish was served during the 
old times. – Learn More  

 
2. Costume Time!  

If you really want to take the traditional Thanksgiving 
theme a step farther, costume up. Research what types of 
clothing the generation your meal represents wore. Then, 
make outfits for everyone to keep with the theme of that gen-
eration. Sometimes, special clothes were worn for Thanksgiv-
ing, while other times it was everyday wear. Make sure you 
get it right, and it will be just like a Thanksgiving out of the 
past come back to life. Your family will love it. It’s like time 
travel at the Thanksgiving table.
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3. Put Together a Thanksgiving Photo Album 

Gather together photos of your family celebrating Thanks-
giving going back as many years as you have photos. If you 
have photos going back generations, this is even better. Put 
them all in an album, and share it with everyone at dinner. 
Or, make copies of the photos, buy individual albums, and 
give them as gifts.

 
4. Work on Another Chapter of Your Family His-

tory Book 

Each month, you should write another chapter in your 
family history book. Take the whole month to write it. Even-
tually, your book will be done, and probably before you know 
it. Once you’ve completed one book on one family line, start 
on another one.

 
5. Begin a New Line of Research 

With the days getting shorter and the weather getting 
colder, it is a perfect time to stay indoors and start working 
on a new family line you have previously neglected. Get to 
know some new ancestors this month. They’ll be glad to meet 
you.
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6. Volunteer at a School 

Teachers often like to do special things before the holi-
days. Volunteer at your child’s school, or at a local college, to 
talk about the history of your town, old Thanksgiving tradi-
tions, or the genealogy of your own family and how the stu-
dents can trace their own.

 
7. Work on Those Lineage Society Papers 

Now is the time to work on lineage society papers you 
may have been neglecting. Get them finished and get your 
membership approved. – Learn More

 
8. Read a New Genealogy Book 

Colder weather and more time indoors makes it the per-
fect time to read another genealogy book and increase your 
research skills. 

 
9. Volunteer at a Local Archives or Museum

Archives and museums often need volunteers. Start dur-
ing the holiday season while the crowds are small so you can 
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learn all you need to know to be a good guide. You’ll proba-
bly get plenty of time to use the collections for your own re-
search while you’re there, and you’ll enjoy teaching others 
about local history. – Learn More

 
10. Visit Elderly Relatives 

The holidays are the perfect time to visit elderly relatives 
you may not have seen in a while. During your visit, ask them 
about Thanksgiving traditions and memories from their 
childhoods, and get their stories on audio recording. Tran-
scribe the stories when you get home and add them to your 
family history for a richer story everyone will enjoy reading. 
– Learn More
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The Wars of the Roses was a civil war fought in England on 
and off over the course of about fifty years in the mid to late 
1400’s. It was known to its contemporaries as the Cousins’ 
War, because it was a war for the crown of England fought be-

WHO’S WHO IN THE WARS OF 
THE ROSES: ELIZABETH 
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tween two lines of the same family; those lines were cousins 
to each other.

There are a lot of major players involved in the Wars of 
the Roses, both men and women. With so many of them hav-
ing the same first names as each other, over three to four gen-
erations, it is sometimes difficult for those not intimately fa-
miliar with the conflict to keep them all straight. But, each 
player has an intriguing biography, and a unique role within 
the war. Without any of these players, the war might have 
looked very different from it did, or even have turned out dif-
ferently in a way that would change the way modern Britain 
looks and is governed.

Here is the first in a series of biographies of the major 
players of the Wars of the Roses, and what they contributed 
to the war itself. We’ll start with one of England’s best known 
and most controversial medieval queens, Elizabeth Wood-
ville.
 

Elizabeth Woodville, England’s First Domestic 
Queen 

In an age where there had never been a true Queen Reg-
nant of England (Matilda is the closest they came, back in 
the 1200’s, during another civil war, with the outcome being 
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her son was named heir of the king Matilda was fighting for 
the throne, after a brief period of taking the throne for her-
self and calling herself and Empress, rather than a queen) 
English kings had always married foreign princesses in order 
to create strategic alliances with other countries. Elizabeth 
Woodville was English, born and raised in the country, and 
already a subject of the king. The fact she was not foreign 
was just one of the things that made her controversial with 
the English people from the beginning.

Born to Jacquetta of Luxembourg and Sir Richard Wood-
ville as their eldest child, Elizabeth had royal roots on her 
mother’s side. Jacquetta was Luxembourg royalty, who came 
to England as a teenager to marry an uncle of King Henry VI. 
This marriage made her a duchess, and the second highest 
ranking woman in the land. Jacquetta caused controversy 
two years later, after her husband died, by marrying his 
squire, Sir Richard Woodville. It was a love marriage, and 
she and Richard were briefly banished from court for it, but 
it did not last long. They were forgiven, Richard was made a 
baron, and they had a large family of children together.

Elizabeth married Sir John Grey, a member of an old, no-
ble house in England. The Wars of the Roses were just get-
ting started when they married, pitting the Lancaster side of 
the royal family against the York side. Elizabeth’s husband 
fought for the Lancastrian side, and was killed in battle. By 
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that time, she had born him two sons, Thomas and Richard 
Grey. John’s mother, however, would not release Thomas 
and Richard’s inheritance to them.

So, Elizabeth took her boys out on the road one day when 
she knew the new York king (who had recently deposed 
Henry VI), Edward IV, would be riding by, and she caught 
his attention. He stopped, legend says, because she was so 
beautiful, the most beautiful woman in England at the time. 
He promised to help her get her sons’ inheritance released to 
them. Edward IV came back again with the appropriate pa-
perwork for her to sign, and something more… a declaration 
of love for her.

They were married in almost-secrecy, with only Jac-
quetta, a choir boy, and the priest who wed them as wit-
nesses. Edward IV waited a few months to announce the mar-
riage, leaving Elizabeth waiting at her parent’s house, until 
his cousin and chief advisor, Richard Neville, declared he 
was nearly done with negotiations for Edward IV to marry a 
French princess. Edward then called Elizabeth to court and 
announced he could have no French queen, as he already 
had an English one.

This caused a scandal, not only because Elizabeth was 
English and a commoner (because her father was not of no-
ble birth), but because her family fought against Edward’s 
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family in the war, as did her late husband. It was also scandal-
ous because, as a widow, she was not a virgin, which was tra-
ditional for medieval English queens. Like her parents before 
her, Elizabeth threw off social norms and customs to marry 
for love.

Elizabeth was crowned queen in a traditional coronation 
ceremony, but Richard Neville was enraged that his efforts to 
secure a French alliance were thwarted by his cousin’s lust 
for Elizabeth. He never liked her. In fact, Richard Neville be-
gan making plans to overthrow Edward and put Edward’s 
younger brother, George, on the throne instead.

These machinations brought about more battles in the 
Wars of the Roses. During one of them, Edward IV was de-
posed, and Henry VI was put back on the throne again. Ed-
ward fled the country to regroup, and Elizabeth and her chil-
dren went into sanctuary at Westminster Abbey, as medieval 
law dictated religious houses were safe havens for anyone. 
She already had her sons by her first marriage, and three 
daughters by the king at this point. In sanctuary, she gave 
birth to her first son by Edward, who was also named Ed-
ward. During her time in sanctuary, her mother, Jacquetta, 
was briefly accused of witchcraft in getting Elizabeth and Ed-
ward together, but those charges were dropped for lack of evi-
dence. Elizabeth’s father and eldest brother had already been 
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killed in a previous battle in the ongoing war, after Elizabeth 
became queen.

Edward IV eventually came back to England with an 
army about six months after he was deposed, and this time, 
he deposed Henry VI for good. Henry VI’s only son and heir 
was killed in battle during Eward’s return to England, and 
Henry VI was killed in the Tower of London the night Ed-
ward re-took the throne, some say by Edward and his broth-
ers, or someone they hired. Henry VI’s queen, Margaret of 
Anjou, was kept prisoner in the tower for years, until her 
French relatives ransomed her and secured her freedom and 
release from England.

Edward IV and Elizabeth had some years of relative 
peace in the country, and they had more children, including 
two more boys and several more girls. When Edward IV died 
unexpectedly at age 40 from a brief illness caught while out 
fishing with his friends in the rain, one of their sons and two 
of their daughters had already died, but they still had a large 
family.

Upon Edward IV’s death, Elizabeth took her children 
into sanctuary at Westminster Abbey again, concerned Ed-
ward’s youngest brother, Richard of Glouster, would cause 
trouble for her. Her eldest son with Edward was living in 
Wales as Prince of Wales, being brought up by Elizabeth’s 
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brother, Anthony Woodville, and her youngest son from her 
first marriage, Richard Grey. This young Edward was 12 
years old, and should have become King Edward V. For a 
brief time, he was this in name only.

Richard of Gloucester was named regent during his 
nephew’s minority in Edward IV’s will, but he was concerned 
his nephew had too much Woodville influence. He met Ed-
ward V, his personal priest, Anthony Woodville, and Richard 
Grey on the road as they came to London for Edward V’s 
coronation. He and his army took Edward V into their cus-
tody, and arrested his retinue. Eventually, Richard of 
Gloucester had them all executed, including Anthony Wood-
ville and Richard Grey.

Edward V was taken to the Tower of London to await his 
coronation, and Elizabeth Woodville was persuaded, under 
threat of violence to her and her children, to release her 
other royal son, Richard of York, age 10, to go join his 
brother in the Tower for company. The two boys were never 
seen again, and became the infamous missing Princes in the 
Tower, whose fate was unknown even during Elizabeth 
Woodville’s lifetime.

Richard of Gloucester had Elizabeth and Edward IV’s 
marriage declared invalid, claiming Edward was engaged to 
another woman at the time he married Elizabeth. This made 
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all their children illegitimate, and Edward V ineligible to be-
come king. Richard of Gloucester declared himself King Rich-
ard III.

Richard only ruled for two years, during which time he 
lost his wife and his only legitimate son and heir. He eventu-
ally persuaded Elizabeth to let her daughters come out of 
sanctuary after he publicly promised their protection. She re-
mained in sanctuary, writing to Margaret Beaufort, another 
major Wars of the Roses player. Once rivals, they wer 
e now seeking an alliance. Margaret’s son, Henry Tudor, was 
the last legitimate Lancastrian heir, and was exiled on the 
European continent. If he invaded England and won the 
crown, Margaret promised he would marry Elizabeth and Ed-
ward IV’s eldest daughter, Elizabeth of York.

Henry Tudor DID invade England, and Richard III was 
killed on the battlefield. Henry became King Henry VII, and 
married Elizabeth of York, as promised. As someone who 
was a princess from birth, she was well known to the English 
people, and loved, and their marriage brought the houses of 
Lancaster and York together, ending the war at last. Henry 
also re-legitimized Elizabeth Woodville’s marriage to Edward 
IV, and made their children legitimate royalty again, too 
(which was a necessary step in him marrying Elizabeth of 
York).
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Elizabeth Woodville lived a comfortable life in retirement 
as the mother to the queen after this, and also lived to see 
three of her six grandchildren born, including the one who 
would grow up to be the infamous Henry VIII. She died in 
1492, and is buried beside Edward IV in St. George’s Chapel 
in Windsor Castle.
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No food is as closely associated with autumn in the United 
States as the pumpkin. This is the time of year when we get 
the opportunity to eat pumpkin-flavored everything. There’s 
the now practically mandatory fall drink… the pumpkin spice 
latte. There’s also pumpkin bread, pumpkin muffins, pump-

GENEFOODS: THE PUMPKIN PIE
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kin cookies, pumpkin soup, pumpkin cake, pumpkin pasta, 
and more. But, the most famous of the pumpkin foods by far 
is also the oldest and most traditional… the pumpkin pie.

It is the quintessential holiday dessert for both Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas. Topped with a dollop of whipped cream, 
pumpkin pie is often considered as an important part of the 
meal as the turkey. And, as it turns out, pumpkin is abso-
lutely American.

The pumpkin is native to Central America, where it was 
first farmed by humans around 5,500 B.C. The ancient 
Americans loved it, and apparently with good reason. It is so 
delicious that the first European explorers to the region 
brought pumpkins back to Europe with them on the very ear-
liest expeditions. The first mention of a pumpkin in Euro-
pean writing appears in 1536, and Europeans embraced the 
pumpkin as if it had always been their own. They began to be 
a common and regularly grown crop in England and France 
in the mid-1500’s, and were called pumpions (England) and 
pompons (France). The name was derived in both languages 
from the French word for the round part of a tassel. When 
they were eventually exported back to the Americas with the 
English colonists who went to New England in the early 
1600’s, the name change to pumpkin in a few generations, to 
fit the new American vernacular.
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While they were still in Europe, before being brought 
back to America, the English became the first nation that was 
recorded as using pumpkins in pies. England had a highly de-
veloped and specialize pie-making industry which had been 
going on for centuries, even in the 1500’s. Medieval pies were 
pastries that were stuffed with both sweet and savory fillings. 
When pumpkins became popular in England, they were 
quickly included as pie fillings.

While many European countries used pumpkins in their 
cooking after they were brought back from the New World, 
none were quite as enthusiastic about all things pumpkin as 
the English. Therefore, when the Pilgrims sailed to New Eng-
land in 1620, it is highly likely they were as familiar with 
pumpkins as the Native Americans they met on Plymouth’s 
shores. In fact, those Natives, who were part of the Wam-
panoag tribe, were instrumental in helping the new colonists 
survive their first harsh New England winter, and pumpkins, 
which are an easily preserved food, were probably among the 
foods the natives shared with the colonists during this time.

Pumpkins were almost assuredly part of the “first Thanks-
giving.” This celebration was held after that first harsh win-
ter ended and the colonists brought in their first harvest on 
American shores. Because the natives helped the colonists 
learn to plant and grow crops in American soil, the surviving 
colonists from the Mayflower invited 90 of the local Wam-
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panoag to their harvest celebration, which was a testament to 
their ability to live and make it in this new land. Pumpkin 
was easily grown in the area, and the Wampanoag already 
grew it themselves, so the likelihood of some pumpkin dish 
being part of the first Thanksgiving is high.

As New England flourished, the colonists turned more to-
ward familiar foods from England that were imported on an 
increasingly regular schedule of incoming ships, and began 
growing pears, apples, quince, and more. There was a time, 
when New England was in its infancy, but already self-
sustaining, that the colonists turned away from the pumpkin, 
and more toward other foods from home. They never forgot 
the pumpkin entirely, though.

Early versions of pumpkin pie in both Europe and North 
America varied considerably, and few resembled anything we 
would recognize as a “traditional” pumpkin pie. Sixteenth 
and 17th century cookbooks often recommended boiling the 
pumpkin in milk before putting it in a flour crust. Some-
times, the pumpkin was layered with apples in the pie. Other 
times, it was seasoned with savory herbs, such as rosemary, 
marjoram, and thyme. There wasn’t even always a crust. 
Early New England settlers sometimes used a recipe that sim-
ply called for hollowing out a pumpkin, filling it with spiced 
and/or sweetened milk, and boiling it before drinking right 
from the pumpkin gourd. The mushy insides of the pumpkin 
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gourd could be scooped out with a spoon, if the colonist was 
lucky enough to own one.

However, by the early 1700’s, the traditional pumpkin 
pie we know today was a part of American culture, beginning 
in New England. Thanksgiving was first celebrated as a regu-
lar holiday around this time, but it was only celebrated as a 
regional holiday in New England; the other colonies didn’t 
adopt Thanksgiving until much later. The typical sweetened, 
spiced pumpkin puree baked in a flour crust was a regional 
New England favorite, and was already closely associated 
with Thanksgiving by 1705. That was the year Colchester, 
Connecticut postponed its Thanksgiving celebration for a 
week because there was a temporary shortage of molasses to 
make the pumpkin pies for the feast. By 1796, an American 
cookbook was published containing a pumpkin pie recipe 
nearly identical to the pie we eat today.

In fact, pumpkin pie and Thanksgiving were so closely as-
sociated with New England culture that the southern states 
protested it when Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a na-
tional holiday in 1863. The southerners saw it as an attempt 
to push northern culture and values on the south. An edito-
rial in a Richmond, Virginia newspaper specifically called out 
pumpkin pie in its protest of nationalizing Thanksgiving as a 
holiday, saying the event was just an excuse for New England-
ers to gorge themselves on pumpkin pie and roast turkey.
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Yet, after the Civil War, the entire nation could not deny 
the universal appeal of pumpkin pie. All of the states adopted 
Thanksgiving, and its requisite pumpkin pie along with it. 
Recipes for pumpkin pie began appearing in national 
women’s magazines, and the famous Libby canned pumpkin 
most of us use in our pies was introduced by the Libby meat 
canning company in Chicago in 1929. This was a blessing for 
housewives everywhere who were responsible for making the 
holiday feast, as the canned pumpkin eliminated the need to 
roast and strain a pumpkin before making the pie. The pie be-
came basically a three-step process to assemble:  the crust, 
the seasonings, and the pumpkin from the can, with only bak-
ing required afterward.

While it has gone through many iterations over the centu-
ries, pumpkin pie has been a favorite of Europeans and the 
ones who colonized America from the time they first discov-
ered the Native Americans cultivating it. The pumpkin pie on 
your plate has a long and storied history. Take a moment to 
appreciate that the next time you savor a bite.
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Veterans Day is a federal public holiday in the United States, 
and is celebrated every year on November 11. The holiday is 
meant to honor veterans of the U.S. military, which includes 
anyone who has served, whether they were in combat in a 
war or not. Other countries celebrate similar holidays at or 

A HISTORY OF VETERANS DAY
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around the same time of year as the United States, such as 
Remembrance Day and Armistice Day, which were estab-
lished after the end of WWI. In fact, WWI officially ended at 
11 am on November 11, 1918, which is why these holidays are 
celebrated at this time. The U.S. holiday was referred to as Ar-
mistice Day, as it is in certain parts of Europe, until 1954, 
when it was renamed Veterans Day.

Veterans Day is not the same as Memorial Day, which is 
celebrated in May, and is meant to honor veterans who died 
while doing military service. Veterans Day celebrates anyone 
who has served in the United States military, even currently 
living ones.

On Veterans Day, all federal agencies are closed, the mail 
is not delivered, and schools are closed, as well. Some state, 
county, and local government entities also celebrate Veterans 
Day, but it varies from place to place across the country. 
There are towns that have parades, memorial presentation, 
military demonstrations (such as Air Force flying shows), 
and more, while other areas do nothing except enjoy a day 
off, if they get one. Those who do not work for a government 
agency or public school do not always get Veterans Day off 
work; it all depends on the employer.

The Congress of the United States requested the presi-
dent make annual proclamations of Veterans Day (then 
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called Armistice Day) in 1926. It was observed before then, 
but made an official, legal holiday on May 13, 1938, with the 
date of celebration set as the 11th of November each year. 
Congressional Act 52 Stat. 351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a stated 
the newly established holiday was to be , “a day to be dedi-
cated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter cele-
brated and known as ‘Armistice Day’.”[1]

Originally, the holiday was to honor only those veterans 
who had died in battle in any war in which the United States 
had participated. This changed after WWII in 1945. A living 
veteran of that are named Raymond Weeks proposed the 
idea to the federal government to use Armistice Day to cele-
brate every veteran, not just the ones who died in wars. Bring-
ing a delegation with him to Washington D.C. to meet with 
president Eisenhower, Weeks was successful in his bid for a 
change to the scope of the holiday. He even got to lead the 
first official celebration of the new version of this day in 
1947, and continued to lead the celebrations in his home 
state of Alabama until he died in 1985. Because of Weeks’ 
campaign, he was recognized by President Ronald Reagan 
and Elizabeth Dole as the father of Veterans Day, and is still 
known as such today.

After nine years of a national celebration of the newly ex-
panded Armistice Day, U.S. Representative Ed Reese from 
Kansas put a bill before Congress requesting the name of the 
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holiday be changed to Veterans Day. President Eisenhower 
approved the bill and Armistice Day became known as Veter-
ans Day. It has been known as Veterans Day ever since then.

The next change to Veterans Day came in 1971, when the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act was passed by Congress. In ac-
cordance with this act, all federal holidays, including Veter-
ans Day, were held on Mondays. Veterans Day was held on 
the last Monday in October from 1971 to 1977. In 1978, it was 
moved back to its November 11 celebration date. However, 
the rules for celebrating it were changed slightly so that if Vet-
erans Day is on a weekend day on any given year, the formal 
celebrations and days off work will be held on the Friday 
prior or Monday after (Friday if the actual holiday is on a Sat-
urday, and Monday if it is on a Sunday).

Even though only the federal government, its agencies, 
and public schools are required to be off on Veterans Day, 
there are some private employers who give their employees 
the day off out of courtesy or respect for the holiday. Cur-
rently, about 21 percent of private employers in the United 
States give their employees the day off on Veterans Day. If 
there is a compelling reason why a federal employee needs to 
work on that day, they are given holiday pay for doing so.

Because Veterans Day at the birthday of the Marine 
Corps in the United States are only a day apart (with the Ma-
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rine Corps celebrating on November 10 harkening back to its 
1775 formation), the Marines often celebrate both holidays as 
one long one, with a four day liberty period.

There have been calls to have Veterans Day and Election 
Day merged into one holiday to make it more convenient for 
people to vote. Some see it as ironic that people are required 
to go to work on Election Day (when other countries make it 
a holiday), which often makes it difficult for them to vote, 
and believe merging the day with Veterans Day so everyone 
could be off work to vote as a good way to honor veterans 
who have served the country and defended the freedoms of 
those who live there, such as the freedom to vote.

There is one final part of Veterans Day that may confuse 
some people. While it is spelled “Veteran’s Day” in most cal-
endars and special holiday sales and event advertisements, 
the web site of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs says 
it is meant to be spelled “Veterans Day,” without the apostro-
phe, because the apostrophe indicates the possessive, and 
the holiday is not one that belongs to veterans. Instead, it is a 
day for honoring all veterans. When spelling the holiday, this 
is an important thing to remember.

Learn More:
The Ghost Army of WWII
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Gustave Anjou (December 1, 1863 – March 2, 1942) is an infa-
mous person in genealogical circles. If you haven’t heard of 
him yet, chances are you will at some point as you go over 
old genealogical records in your research. He is one of the 
most well-known genealogical fraudsters in the world. A self-

GUSTAVE ANJOU: AN INTRIGUING 
CAREER OF GENEALOGICAL 

FRAUD
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described professional genealogist, he made up hundreds, if 
not thousands, of patently false pedigrees for those who 
wanted an impressive family tree to show off to colleagues 
and the community. One of his specialties, and what he did 
the most, was creating illustrious family backgrounds for his 
clients, full of historically prestigious and brag-worthy 
names, usually for clients who were looking for some upward 
mobility.

Though much of his fraudulent work has been discovered 
and discredited, some of it is still out there, deceiving honest 
researchers who want to find the truth about their family 
background. Knowing about Gustave Anjou is something im-
portant for the modern genealogist, because you want to be 
able to recognize something that might be his work, get it 
double-checked, and steer clear of it if it proves to be false 
(as all of Anjou’s work will).

Anjou was born in Stockholm, Sweden to parents Carl 
Gustaf Jungberg and Maria Lovisa Hagberg. It is unclear if 
his parents were married or not; his mother was the house-
keeper of his father at one point. They may never have gotten 
married, and it is likely they didn’t.

Gustave made a name for himself in forgery early on in 
Sweden, and served a prison term for it there in 1886. After 
getting out of prison, he changed his name to Gustaf Ludvig 
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Jungberg, but also used a series of other aliases. One of the 
most common aliases he used was Gustave Anjou. Anjou was 
the maiden name of his fiancée, Anna Maria Anjou, and it is 
also a historically prestigious name, as the founder of the 
English Plantagenet line of royalty was Geoffrey of Anjou.

After marrying in 1889, Gustave and Anna moved to the 
United States, arriving in 1890. They lived on Staten Island 
in New York, and Gustave became a naturalized American 
citizen in 1918. He and Anna only had one child, and both 
she and the child predeceased him. He is buried at Fairview 
Cemetery in West New Brighton, Castleton Corners, New 
York City, New York.

Gustave began his career in genealogical forgery almost 
as soon as his feet touched American shores. He began pre-
senting himself to others as a professional genealogist, adopt-
ing a high-class look and way of talking that inspired others 
to trust him. Because he lived in New York City, he had ac-
cess to some of the wealthiest families in the country. These 
are the people he sought out as clients, and he was employed 
by many of these well to do east coast families to “trace their 
pedigrees.” He always backed up his supposed findings with 
a lot of research, which made his work seem legitimate. The 
clients usually only wanted to see that research was done; 
they likely didn’t read it to learn if it was truthful, or even 
matched up with the pedigree he was presenting them.
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Because his work was so thoroughly documented 
(through fake documents), and took a significant amount of 
time to do (presumably because he was actually doing genea-
logical work for his clients), he was able to charge high prices 
for the early 20th century, and became a well-off person be-
cause of this fraud.

It wasn’t until the early 1990’s that anyone began to ques-
tion Anjou’s work, and when they did, it became clear that he 
created these pedigrees with the intent to defraud his custom-
ers. There were scholarly examinations and investigations 
into Anjou’s work by respected genealogists in the field, and 
these investigations and their results were published in repu-
table genealogical journals.

The researchers discovered a unique, but recognizable, 
pattern to Anjou’s genealogies. They were usually repre-
sented by four clear features, present in virtually every pedi-
gree he put together for his clients. These features include:

•   A lot of citations, often quite significantly more than a 
regular pedigree would produce, and those citations largely 
matched up with documents that actually existed, and even 
contained the information Anjou said they did. This was to 
ensure his clients didn’t question his work if they delved too 
deeply into it.
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•   A handful of made up documents, usually with no cita-
tions. These documents supported information listed in the 
pedigree. With so many real citations to wade through, 
most clients wouldn’t notice a fake one here and there. And, 
they didn’t.

•   A large number of connections to early New England 
immigrants, usually with royal connections in Europe, or 
ties to the Mayflower or other famous events, places, or peo-
ple. The connections were so complex and dizzying as to be 
far out of the range of the normal New England pedigree, 
which usually contains a few interconnections between fam-
ily branches.

•   Wild migration patterns for the people in the pedigree, 
way outside of the usual migration paths of early American 
families.

Anjou’s works are now considered unreliable in re-
spected genealogical circles, and are widely looked down 
upon, for good reason. Virtually nothing the man gave to his 
clients was real. He was only telling them things they wanted 
to hear, and then coming up with both real and fake docu-
mentation to back it up. It was a brilliant scam in his day, be-
cause there was almost no way for anyone to verify whether 
his work was real or not without re-tracing it themselves. 
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And, because his clients were hiring him to produce pedi-
grees for them, why would they want to go back and do the 
work again themselves? That’s what hiring a genealogist is 
for, right?

The trust his clients placed in him is why it took so long 
for the fraud that was his work to come to light. In the mod-
ern era of the Internet, anyone could easily double-check 
most of his work without much effort, or even leaving home 
in most cases. This kind of fraud would be difficult to per-
petuate on an unsuspecting genealogical market today. But, 
in Gustave Anjou’s era, it was just the right time for this sort 
of thing to go unnoticed.
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Not many women can say they were the mother of two kings, 
the grandmother of another, and the grandmother of a 
queen, as well. But, Cecily Neville can legitimately claim all 
of these things and more. An important player in the Wars of 
the Roses, Cecily was part of the conflict from the very begin-

WHO’S WHO IN THE WARS OF 
THE ROSES: CECILY NEVILLE

27

164

AncestralFindings.com
Sold to Paul E Hendee (#QF7HOY45)



ning until a decade after its end. Only a handful of people, all 
of them women, who were top players in this three-decade 
conflict made it all the way through, and Cecily was one of 
them; she even outlived all but two of her thirteen children, 
including all of her sons.

Cecily didn’t always have an easy time of it during the 
Wars of the Roses, and made many sacrifices to the cause, in-
cluding a husband and three of her four sons who survived to 
adulthood. But, she survived it, and saw many personal tri-
umphs along the way, as well. She is often referred to as Eng-
land’s greatest uncrowned queen. Here is what you need to 
know about Cecily Neville.  

 

Cecily Neville: Duchess of York and Mother of Kings 

Cecily was born into the powerful, noble, and influential 
Neville family of England in 1415, the youngest child of Sir 
Ralph Neville. Ralph had an astonishing twenty-two children 
among two wives, and it is interesting that, in an age when 
daughters were considered of little use other than for mar-
riage alliances, his youngest child, and a daughter no less, 
was the most successful (and the most remembered by his-
tory) of all of his vast brood of offspring.
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Cecily’s mother was Ralph Neville’s second wife, Joan 
Beaufort. Joan was a granddaughter of King Edward III 
through his son, John of Gaunt, and John’s third wife, Kath-
erine Swynford. This made Cecily a great-granddaughter of a 
king on her mother’s side.

When Cecily was nine years old, her father betrothed her 
to his ward, thirteen-year-old Richard Plantagenet, 3rd Duke 
of York, a distant relation of the ruling Plantagenet family, 
whose members had sat on the English throne since the 
1100’s. Though such a marriage could not be made legal until 
both parties were old enough to consent, it effectively took 
young Cecily off the noble marriage market and made an ex-
cellent and potentially very profitable match for her. Cecily 
and Richard grew up together in the same household, and, 
unlike many arranged marriages between young people of 
the time, they seem to have genuinely fallen in love with each 
other. Therefore, when the time came for them to give their 
consent to be wed, they did so, not because of family pres-
sure or expectations, but because they actually wanted to.

Richard Plantagenet and Cecily Neville were married 
when Cecily was fourteen years old and Richard was eight-
een. It took nine years for them to conceive their first child, 
and it was believed for a long time that Cecily was barren. 
However, once she conceived, she kept conceiving, giving 
Richard thirteen children, seven of whom lived to adulthood.
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Cecily’s husband believed himself to be the rightful king 
of England, as he also descended from Edward III, but 
through a senior line to the current king, Henry VI. Because 
Richard was Duke of York, his supporters became known as 
Yorkists. Supporters of Henry VI were known as Lancastri-
ans, after the founder of their line, and claimed Henry’s 
claim was greater because his line descended through a man, 
while Richard’s descended through a woman.

After Henry VI went mad, Richard was named Protector 
of the Realm, but he had a lot of enemies at court. When 
Henry regained his senses, Richard was banished. Henry had 
other bouts of madness, though, and with a few military bat-
tles and skillful negotiation, Richard convinced Henry VI to 
name Richard and his sons as heirs to the throne, rather 
than Henry’s own son. Cecily was at that point considered a 
queen in waiting.

The Lancastrians weren’t done fighting for their king, 
though, and Richard, along with Cecily’s second surviving 
son, seventeen-year-old Edmund, were killed in a battle with 
them. Cecily’s youngest sons were sent to the continent in 
Burgundy for their protection, and her eldest son, Edward, 
won a decisive victory over the Lancastrians while they were 
gone, and was crowned King Edward IV. Cecily moved into 
the queen’s quarters at Baynard Castle, which was Yorkist 
headquarters, and adjusted her coats of arms to include the 
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royal arms of England, which was her way of saying she was 
the uncrowned rightful queen before her son took the throne.

Her influence was so important to the Yorkist cause that 
even after Edward IV married Elizabeth Woodville and made 
her his queen, he built new queens quarters for her, and let 
his mother continue living in the original quarters.

Cecily did not like Elizabeth Woodville, and did all she 
could, including machinations with her nephew, to get Ed-
ward to annul the marriage and marry a foreign princess. 
When Edward refused, Cecily seems to have given her con-
sent to a rumor being put to the public that she had an affair 
with an archer while she and her late husband were in 
France, which resulted in Edward’s birth, which would dis-
qualify him from being king. She openly favored her third 
surviving son, George, and suggested to her nephew, who 
had an instrumental role in Edward IV’s government, that 
George should be made king, instead.

This only resulted in more battles, this time between Ed-
ward and George. Attempts were made to put George on the 
throne, including marrying him against Edward IV’s express 
command to his cousin, Isabel Neville (the eldest daughter of 
Cecily’s collaborating nephew, Richard Neville, Earl of War-
wick, who was killed in a later battle against Edward IV). 
These attempts did not work, but they gave George, already 
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spoiled since childhood by his mother, an overinflated sense 
of his importance to the kingdom. Edward IV was eventually 
forced to order George’s execution due to his reckless and 
openly disrespectful behavior toward him and Elizabeth 
Woodville. Cecily never seems to have quite forgiven Edward 
for killing George, as is evidenced in her later treatment of 
Edward’s children with Elizabeth Woodville.

Edward IV died of an illness he seems to have caught 
while out fishing in the rain with his friends. This left Eliza-
beth Woodville and her children in a precarious position. Ed-
ward’s eldest son, the 12-year-old Edward V, was technically 
king, and was, for a few months, treated that way. However, 
he was never crowned, and eventually disappeared in the 
Tower of London along with his younger brother, Richard of 
York; even in Cecily’s lifetime, no one knew (or said) what 
happened to the two boys, one a king, one a prince, who were 
Cecily’s grandsons. Their fate remains a mystery today.

Meanwhile, Cecily’s youngest and last surviving son, Rich-
ard, declared Edward IV’s marriage toElizabeth Woodville in-
valid and all their children illegitimate, and had himself de-
clared King Richard III. He and Cecily appear to have been 
quite close, as a number of letters between them from Rich-
ard’s time as king survive. He seems to have visited her of-
ten, and she advised him on royal matters.
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Richard III was married to Anne Neville, the sister of his 
brother George’s wife, Isabel. They had one son together, and 
their marriage appears to have been one done for love, 
though political benefits came to Richard III from the mar-
riage, as well as part of a vast fortune. Unfortunately, Rich-
ard was only king for two years, and during that time, Anne 
and his son both died. Richard had three known illegitimate 
children, but they could not inherit the crown, and none are 
known to have left descendants. After losing his wife and 
heir, Richard had to contend with a promised invasion of 
England by the last legitimate Lancastrian heir, Henry Tu-
dor. This was before he had a chance to take a new bride and 
produce more heirs, though he was rumored to be looking at 
a Portuguese princess as his next wife.

Richard III was killed on the battlefield while fighting 
Henry Tudor’s army. Cecily had now lost all of her sons, 
though she had some daughters left. Her granddaughter with 
her eldest son, Edward IV, married Henry Tudor after he re-
confirmed Edward and Elizabeth Woodville‘s marriage and 
made her legitimate again. Cecily’s granddaughter was now 
queen of England, just as two of her sons had been king, and 
one of her grandsons had been king in name only (the myste-
riously disappeared Edward V).

After Richard III died in 1485 and Cecily’s granddaughter 
became queen to Henry Tudor (Henry VII), Cecily had two 
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daughters still living, and dozens of grandchildren across all 
of her children. With the Wars of the Roses over with the 
marriage of Henry Tudor to her granddaughter, Elizabeth of 
York, Cecily devoted her time to religious pursuits, and it is 
from this later period in her life where she gains her reputa-
tion for piety. She died in 1495, a decade after the war ended, 
and was buried in the same tomb as her husband and second 
son, Edmund. She lived long enough to see the births of four 
of her great-grandchildren with the new king and queen, in-
cluding the future Henry VIII. In fact, all monarchs who have 
sat on the throne since Henry VIII have been direct descen-
dants of Cecily Neville.
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Is it true that the Pilgrims had the first Thanksgiving in 1621 
in Plymouth with the Wampanoags, as history tells us? Or, is 
there a different, untold side of the Thanksgiving tale? While 
the New England “first Thanksgiving” is well documented 
and a real thing that took place, it might not actually be the 

WAS THE FIRST THANKSGIVING 
ACTUALLY HELD IN FLORIDA? AN 

INTERESTING HISTORICAL 
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first time European colonists and Native Americans sat down 
to have a meal together. You have to remember; the Florida 
town of St. Augustine was founded by the Spanish empire 
more than fifty years before the Pilgrims ever landed at Ply-
mouth.

There are historians who are questioning the status of 
the New England Thanksgiving as the first one in North 
America. Some believe the Spanish colonists in St. Augustine 
ate a celebrator meal at least once, and maybe more than 
once, with the Timucua tribe of Florida long before the May-
flower arrived on North American shores.

On September 8, 1565, Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, a 
Spanish pioneer to North America, came ashore at the newly 
established colony of St. Augustine. The ship’s priest, Father 
Francisco Lopez, held a cross up high for Aviles, who kissed 
it, and then claimed the territory of Florida for God and 
Spain. While Aviles and the more than 800 colonists he 
brought with him were getting together for a Catholic mass 
of thanksgiving for their safe arrival and setting up a commu-
nal meal, there were curious Timucua looking on. Tradition 
states that Aviles invited the tribespeople to join them in that 
meal, and they accepted the invitation.

It is mainly historians in Florida, or who specialize in 
Florida history, who believe this is technically North Amer-
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ica’s first Thanksgiving, as the meal everyone shared was 
part of a religious ceremony of thanksgiving. After all, it was 
the first recorded European religious ceremony and thanks-
giving meal in North America (though, we don’t know if the 
Vikings did anything similar when they colonized Nova Sco-
tia five hundred years earlier).

There are a few Florida historians who have written 
books on the subject of the Spanish thanksgiving in St. 
Augustine. One such book, called “America’s First Real 
Thanksgiving,” discusses the foods that were eaten at the 
Spanish thanksgiving meal, and how the differed from the 
ones served in Plymouth more than a half a century later. 
For example, the Spanish colonists had only just arrived in 
North America when they had their meal. They were there-
fore forced to eat food they brought over with them on the 
ship… essentially leftovers. This would have included hard 
biscuits and a garbanzo bean stew made with pork, cabbage, 
onions, and other vegetables and herbs that kept well for a 
long ocean voyage. They would have used red wine brought 
from Spain as their beverage with the meal.

In contrast, the Pilgrims had been in North America for 
nearly a year when they had their first thanksgiving meal, 
which was to celebrate their first successful harvest. Up until 
that time, the local Wampanoag tribes had been teaching 
them how to survive in the harsh New England environment, 
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including what to grow there for food, and how to cultivate it. 
As a result, the Pilgrims had fresh food for their meal of 
thanksgiving, as it was newly harvested from their beginning 
efforts at farming in this new land. This means the Pilgrim 
Thanksgiving would have included some foods that were na-
tive to North America, whereas the Spanish one included 
Spanish foods only, as those were all that were available 
when they set up that meal.

Of course, not everyone agrees even the St. Augustine 
thanksgiving meal was the first official Thanksgiving in Amer-
ica. There are historians who argue that honor goes to the 
French Huguenots (essentially the French version of the Pil-
grims) had a thanksgiving ceremony and meal a year earlier 
than the Spanish, in 1564 in what is now Jacksonville, but 
was then known as Fort Caroline. Like the Spanish, the 
French celebrated the establishment of their fort with a meal 
and a religious ceremony with the local Timucuans. There is 
an existing journal of a resident of Fort Caroline describing 
this celebration.

Of course, the French Huguenots didn’t remain thankful 
at Fort Caroline for long. Only two weeks after landing at St. 
Augustine, Aviles led a band of soldiers on an assault on the 
fort and its residents, which killed 130 of the unfortunate 
Frenchmen and women. The Spanish, who were devoutly 
Catholic, saw the Huguenots as heretics. A few weeks after 
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their assault on Fort Caroline, Aviles and his troops killed 
200 French citizens who survived a shipwreck and washed 
up on shore near St. Augustine. In addition to being heretics, 
the Spanish also saw any French incursions in the Florida ter-
ritory to be illegal interloping, as Spanish explorers discov-
ered and laid claim to the land long before the French sent 
anyone over to look at it.

While the French and Spanish thanksgiving ceremonies 
and meals were largely forgotten by history until recently, 
they are now but two of several competing claims for the first 
official American Thanksgiving. It seems there are people 
who want to put the Pilgrims out of the Thanksgiving busi-
ness. In Texas, for example, the Texas Society of the Daugh-
ters of the American Colonists recently put up a historical 
marker in Canyon, Texas, claiming Father Juan de Padilla 
performed a ceremony of thanksgiving there in May of 1541 
to a 1,500-member army of conquistadors from Spain. There 
have also been claims from groups in Virginia and in Maine 
that their towns are the locations of the first real American 
Thanksgiving. Both Virginia and Maine did have European 
colonists before the Mayflower arrived… businessmen from 
England in Virginia and fur trappers from France in Maine… 
so it is theoretically possible that any of these places might 
have had the first genuine Thanksgiving in America.
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In fact, it was common for explorers and colonists from 
Europe to have religious ceremonies for thanksgiving upon 
arriving on American shores… these ceremonies were to give 
thanks for a safe arrival. However, they were informal cere-
monies that usually did not include a meal or Native Ameri-
cans, and so cannot really be considered Thanksgiving cere-
monies in the sense that we know the holiday today. The one 
celebrated in 1621 by the Pilgrims is still the one that most re-
sembles a modern Thanksgiving.

These early, pre-Pilgrim thanksgiving ceremonies and 
meals also did not have a lasting impact on the traditions of 
this nation as the one held by the Pilgrims did. That one re-
mained in the American imagination, and inspired the offi-
cial national holiday that we celebrate today. Not even the 
Spanish celebration of thanksgiving with the Timucua had a 
lasting impact on American traditions, nor did it hold a place 
in American cultural memory, as did the Pilgrim feast.

While any number of thanksgiving celebrations can claim 
to be the “first” European on American shores, the fact that 
none of them influenced American culture and stayed in the 
American cultural memory like the celebration of the Pil-
grims renders these other thanksgiving ceremonies and 
feasts moot to what we know today. There may have been 
other thanksgivings, but, as far as American culture goes, 
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there was only one first Thanksgiving, and that belongs to 
the Puritans.
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Born June 11, 1456, Anne Neville was always meant to marry 
well, as her parents were in possession of a vast fortune 
through her mother’s family. Her family was also well-titled, 
part of the nobility, and had royal connections. Her parents 
just had no idea how well she actually would marry, nor what 
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part she would play in the Wars of the Roses when she was 
born.

The second of two surviving children born to Richard 
Neville, 16th Earl of Warwick and Anne de Beauchamp, Anne 
played second fiddle to her older sister, Isabel, during her 
early life. With no sons to pass his fortune or name onto, 
Richard Neville expected Isabel to be the one to marry the 
family into greatness. He made sure both daughters would 
have every chance of catching someone of the highest ranks 
of society by educating them extremely well for women of 
their time.

Anne’s father was a nephew of Cecily Neville, whose eld-
est son Edward eventually overthrew King Henry VI and be-
came King Edward IV, so Anne and her sister were both cous-
ins of the new Yorkist king. Richard Neville played an instru-
mental role in the battle that got his cousin Edward on the 
throne, and became known as “the Kingmaker” because of it. 
He was given a high position in Edward IV’s court, because 
Edward felt he owed his throne to his cousin’s interventions.

It was only when Edward IV secretly married the wid-
owed commoner, Elizabeth Woodville, that his relationship 
with Richard Neville went bad. Richard was working dili-
gently on arranging a marriage for Edward to a French prin-
cess, and was humiliated both at home and internationally 
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when Edward announced his Woodville marriage. Richard 
consulted with his Aunt Cecily, Edward’s mother, and the 
two of them decided Edward’s younger brother, George, 
should be on the throne instead.

Richard had previously asked Edward if his elder daugh-
ter Isabel could marry George, and was denied, as Edward 
wanted both of his surviving brothers to marry princesses. In 
defiance of the king, Richard secretly married George to Isa-
bel, then sailed for France with the newlyweds, his wife, and 
Anne. Isabel gave birth to a stillborn daughter on the rough 
sea voyage.

Once they arrived in France, it became clear they would 
not get enough support there to mount an army in George’s 
name. Angry that his promise of being made king was bro-
ken, George headed back to England to reconcile with Ed-
ward, taking Isabel with him. Looking for a different way to 
get Edward off the throne, Richard began negotiations with 
the exiled queen, Margaret of Anjou, wife of the deposed and 
currently imprisoned Henry VI. She was staying in France at 
the time, as her relatives were there.

Formerly her enemy, Richard now allied himself to Mar-
garet by promising Anne’s hand in marriage to Margaret’s 
only child, Edward of Westminster. To those who considered 
Henry VI the legitimate king, Edward of Westminster was 
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Prince of Wales and heir to the English throne. By marrying 
Anne to him, Richard was assuring his family would be part 
of the royal one as more than just cousins, should Margaret 
succeed in putting her husband back on the throne.

By marrying Anne to Edward of Westminster, Richard 
made his daughter Princess of Wales in exile, and also put 
her on the opposite side of the Wars of the Roses from her be-
loved sister, Isabel.

Anne wasn’t Princess of Wales in exile very long. Married 
in December 1470, Margaret’s army was ready to invade Eng-
land the following spring, and Edward IV’s forces quickly de-
feated them. Edward of Westminster was killed in battle in 
April of 1471, and Margaret was taken prisoner in the Tower, 
where she stayed for years until her French relatives ran-
somed her.

Anne Neville was now a widow at only fourteen years old. 
Worse, her father was killed in the same battle as her hus-
band, and her mother fled into sanctuary at Beaulieu Abbey, 
abandoning her. Anne was taken prisoner and brought be-
fore Edward IV, being treated as an enemy of the king be-
cause her husband fought against him. However, Edward IV 
was inclined to be forgiving toward Anne, as he knew the 
marriage was not her idea, and because his youngest brother, 
Richard, always liked her. Richard, Duke of Gloucester, and 
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the youngest brother of the king, spent much of his child-
hood in the household of Anne’s father, being taught to be a 
knight and soldier, as was common among noble families of 
the time. He and Anne had known each other for most of 
their lives.

Edward IV released Anne into the custody of his brother 
George and Anne’s sister Isabel, until he could decide what 
to do with her. Richard wanted to marry her, but George 
wanted to send her to an abbey and make her a nun. This is 
because both Isabel and Anne were now wealthy heiresses; 
the king declared their mother dead, even though she was 
alive and in sanctuary, and with their father gone, they were 
set to inherit the vast Beauchamp fortune their mother 
brought to her marriage. If George could keep Anne unmar-
ried, he would control all of it through his marriage to Isabel.

George was unwilling to let Anne go anywhere unsuper-
vised, and there are conflicting stories of what happened 
next. One says that George hid Anne dressed as a servant in a 
cookshop in town in London so Richard couldn’t find her, 
but that Richard discovered her, anyway. The other story 
says Richard arranged for Anne to escape George and Isa-
bel’s household disguised as a servant, and hid her in a cook-
shop in town until he could secret her away to an abbey for 
safekeeping. Either way, with Anne in sanctuary, Richard 
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asked Edward IV if he could marry her, and was granted per-
mission.

George was furious, and demanded the entire 
Beauchamp fortune be given to him. Edward IV told his two 
younger brothers to work it out between themselves, and 
they did, with George and Isabel getting slightly more than 
half the fortune. Richard and Anne still got plenty, however, 
They also got custody of Anne and Isabel’s mother, who was 
released from sanctuary with a letter of safe passage, but still 
legally “dead.” She lived with Richard and Anne at their cas-
tle.

Richard and Anne together were the Duke and Duchess 
of Gloucester. They had one son, Edward of Middleham. 
When Isabel died in 1476 at only twenty-five years old after 
giving birth to her fourth child, Anne and Richard took cus-
tody of her two surviving children and raised them alongside 
their son. This was possible because Isabel’s widower George 
had fallen afoul of his brother the king by this point, and was 
executed for treason shortly after Isabel’s demise. This left 
Richard and Anne with all of the Beauchamp fortune, in addi-
tion to the two extra children.

In April of 1483, Edward IV died at the age of forty, after 
getting ill after fishing in the rain with his friends. Richard 
was appointed Lord Protector of England during the minor-
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ity reign of Edward’s eldest son, who was twelve at the time, 
and should have been Edward V. However, Richard received 
some information between the king’s death and the planned 
coronation of his nephew that made him decide Edward’s 
marriage to Elizabeth Woodville was invalid. No one knows 
what this information was, but it seems to have been given to 
him in an unexpected manner, as until then he was legiti-
mately planning his nephew’s coronation.

Instead, he declared all of his brother’s children bastards 
who were ineligible for the throne, and made himself King 
Richard III. This made Anne Neville Queen of England. She 
and Richard were crowned together, and their son was made 
Prince of Wales.

Unfortunately, the terrific heights to which Anne as-
cended were short-lived. Her son died after only being prince 
for about a year at around ten or eleven years old. History 
does not record the cause. Anne herself became ill shortly 
thereafter, and died just a few months after her son, in April 
of 1485, of what historical records indicate was probably tu-
berculosis.

Her mother outlived both her daughters and sons-in-law, 
but no date records when she died, as she had been officially 
dead for years. She is known to be buried beside her hus-
band, however.
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Richard was overcome with grief at Anne’s death, as he 
genuinely loved her, and gave her a lavish funeral with a bur-
ial in Westminster Abbey (one of the few players in the Wars 
of the Roses to get such an honor). Her tomb is still visible 
there today.

Richard wasn’t king much longer after losing Anne; he 
met Henry Tudor on the battlefield in August of 1485, in a 
showdown between the two sides in the Wars of the Roses, 
and was killed in battle. Henry Tudor became Henry VII, and 
took custody of Anne’s niece and nephew, placing the 10-
year-old boy in the Tower, and marrying off his teenaged sis-
ter to a nobleman loyal to the Tudor house.

Though Anne only lived to age twenty-eight, she had an 
extraordinary life of intrigue and adventure during the Wars 
of the Roses. She is remembered today as the Kingmaker’s 
daughter and Richard III’s queen. But, she was a strong, will-
ful woman in her own right, who looked out for her own inter-
ests and made sure, in spite of everything, she gained enough 
control over her own destiny in a time when women of the no-
bility had very little of it, to marry the man she truly loved.
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Do you use charts and forms in your genealogy research? If 
you don’t already do it, you should. There are numerous rea-
sons why. Some of the most important are for joining lineage 
societies, for sending copies of your work on certain family 
lines to relatives and genetic cousins who may be interested 
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in it or ask for it, and for keeping a physical copy of your re-
search off of the Internet, so you never lose your work no 
matter what happens to the digital world.

There are two basic types of genealogy charts: the ances-
tral chart and the family group sheet. As for forms, you can 
get blank copies of census forms, immigration forms, and 
military forms.

The forms are useful in their blank state, even though 
you can find the original, filled out copies of most of them on-
line. This is because the typed portions on those forms, the 
sections that say what information is being given, is not al-
ways clear on the online copies. When you print out a blank 
form, you can read the information more easily, and so bet-
ter interpret the data it is giving you.

Here are what you can do with the charts... 

 
Ancestral Charts: 

 
These are like family trees on paper. You can print out charts 
to include as many generations as will fit on a piece of paper. 
Or, you can print out several charts, tape them together, and 
make one large family tree with dozens of generations, which 
I did one year as a gift for a family member (and framed it). 
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You can write the information in by hand, or type it onto the 
tree online before printing it. These make wonderful gifts, 
and excellent ways to keep your research safe in an offline lo-
cation. Most ancestral charts include room for dates of birth, 
death, and marriage for at least the first few generations, but 
deeper generations usually only have room for the name. It 
all depends on the chart, but that is the most common for-
mat.

You can also choose from fan charts, circle charts, and 
traditional tree charts, depending on your preference. These 
charts can easily become family heirlooms if you frame them 
and care for them well. 

Family Group Sheets: 
 
These are what you will need if you want to join a lineage so-
ciety. A family group sheet is a genealogical chart that allows 
you to show information for one generation of a family. 
There will be places to include names, places and dates for 
the married couple, then the same information for their chil-
dren. By printing out several family group sheets, and attach-
ing them together along with proof of the information you 
are presenting, you can show a lineage society how you are 
connected to the qualifying ancestor.
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Family group sheets are also useful research tools to take 
with you into the field when you are doing genealogy away 
from your computer. If you are in a library, historical society, 
or archives, and do not have a laptop to bring with you, or 
just didn’t bring it for some reason, you can rely on your fam-
ily group sheets to keep you on the right track with your re-
search. You can write new information onto them, and, be-
cause you can always print out more, new information that is 
written in is easily added to those new sheets.

Both ancestral charts and family group sheets are also 
useful to send family history information on specific lines to 
your known relatives, and relatives you meet online while do-
ing your genealogical research.  

 

Downloading and Saving Genealogical Charts and 
Forms 

You can get all of the genealogical charts and forms I 
have discussed at this website.

Click on the chart or form you want to use, then save it as 
a PDF to your computers desktop. Print it out, then fill it out 
however you like. Alternately, you can type on the form on 
your computer if you have the software necessary to type on 
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a PDF form. If you type directly on it, you can then re-save it 
to your desktop, and then move it into the appropriate genea-
logical folder on your computer, according to however you 
are organizing your digital genealogy research.

If you print it out and fill it out by hand, you will then 
need to scan it and re-save it to your computer. Save it as a 
PDF or a JPG, and move it into the appropriate genealogical 
folder on your computer. Whenever you need the charts or 
forms, you can pull them up on your screen, and they will be 
right there, next to any other genealogical research website 
or physical research material you may be using. If you need 
to send information to a family member, you can email them 
a copy of the appropriate chart, or print it out and mail them 
a physical copy of it.

As far as saving the charts goes, you can save digital cop-
ies of them on an external hard drive that you store in a place 
away from your house. That way, your genealogy research 
will always be kept safe. If you decide to print out copies of it 
instead, make sure you print at least two copies… one you 
keep at your house in your physical organizational system for 
your genealogy, and one you keep away from your house. 
You always want to make sure all of your hard genealogical 
work is protected in case something happens to your com-
puter or your house (or both). Saving genealogical charts in 
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these ways ensures the safety of your research, and your fam-
ily history for future generations.

Once you start using genealogical charts and forms, you 
will see just how useful they are in many different aspects of 
genealogical research. You will wonder why you didn’t use 
them earlier, when you first started your research. And, they 
can be fun. Using charts is one of the best ways to get kids in-
terested in genealogy, because they can see their whole fam-
ily history at once, right in front of them.

Start using these charts and forms, and watch your gene-
alogy research improve in so many good ways.
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